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Dear Lord 3=,
From June 2022, Qo=

if Time A7k
il Place A4 oA
; sitting before you =3 ko] gto}

| eating your Word =4 9] ¥&-S Q111

praying to you, =27 of=
will have a fellowship with you.

Zq3 w45 At

Name O]&

Could you not watch with me one hour?
1 3]7} 1het 3| g Al7Hone houn® 7101 91Z 4= iEiHF? (9} 26:40)
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Reading Insight - !
Noah, who worshipped God with bumed offerings, was blessed |

s 402
BILHEMA] 341 221219 o]0
H ZasH 22 2007182
(3-4%)

What was the food given by
God and the accompanying
warning? (9:3-4)

by God to be fruitful and increase in number. God made a cov—

_________ enant with Noah to never again destroy living creatures with a_
flood and as proof showed the rainbow in the cloud. Noah was
drunk with wine and fell asleep and his naked body was ex-
posed to his son, Ham, whom Noah cursed to be slaves of his
brothers.
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7 Hymn 393 Great is Thy Faithfulness

Meditation - Genesis 9:20-27 ReadigPan - Genesis 9

20'Noah began to be a man of the soil, and he planted a vine-
yard.

21 He drank of the wine and became drunk and lay uncov- 247 010] 521 off|2 200] SA
2 o0jg

,,,,,,,,, gedinbisient. L dse el
22 And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his Please meditate deeply on the -
father and told his two brothers outside. meanings contained in the o %'?_l‘ EHQ(ESVﬁH‘—"PH’é‘,')

23 Then Shem and Japheth took a garment, laid it on both e ()

their shoulders, and walked backward and covered the na-
kedness of their father. Their faces were turned backward,
and they did not see their father’s nakedness.

24 When Noah awoke from his wine and knew what his

20i9f 938 2
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'youngest son had done to him,
. o OFM A OE
25 he said, “*Cursed be Canaan; a servant of servants shall he =20
e to his brothers.”
26[: al 'er Blessed be the LORD, the God of She 2'95 }”kiE X‘"Xl—()ﬂ}"
e also said, “Bless: e , the of Shem; o oo ~
and let Canaan be his servant. Eg": JéL_E E'Ij |A4 L|Ef
27 May God enlarge Japheth, and let him dwell in the tents of EEL _'_E_IE I‘lJI'I 2
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AsHe] A2Fvs RIS Hope and Faith in the New Year
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Today is the first day of 2022. The pandemic which began in 2020
changed our lifestyle but the first day of the new year still brings us
new expectations and hope. We expect a better future than the
past and make wishes like the end of the pandemic coming soon,
good health for family members, good conditions at children’s
schools, good financial conditions for family, etc. | can guess that
you all have your own expectations and hopes for the new year. Did
God also have His own expectations and hopes as He created the
world with His “Word"?

God's Word by itself is the promise and the command that would
be fulfiled with certainty. Therefore, the expectations and hopes of
God, that is, “His providence, will, and plan,” would clearly be dif-
ferent from those of humans. On the first day of the new year, we
may have a myriad of our own expectations and hopes, but as be-
lievers we must first seek and find the expectations and hopes of
our Lord - “His providence, will and plan” - because our faith is
built on Genesis 1:1. Unless we seek and find the expectations and
hopes in life based on our belief in the Word, “God created the
world,” our faith will eventually be shaken. | pray that we begin the
new year today by seeking hope in the new year based on our faith
in the Word.
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Reading Insight

The essence of burnt offerings, which “completely” burn the
offerings sacrificed, lies in the fact that the person preparing the
ritual offers himself or herself “completely.” The offerings made
were “completely” and exclusively for God (people did not touch
any part of the offerings). Thus, the burnt offerings were rituals
of worship for thanksgiving to God by “completely” offering ma-
terial, soul, and passion.

J3 Hymn20 Begin, My Tongue, Some Heavenly
Medtation * Leviticus 1:1-9

1The LORD called Moses and spoke to him from the tent of
meeting, saying,

ReadingPlan - Leviticus 1

2 “Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, When any
one of you brings an offering to the LORD, you shall bring
your offering of livestock from the herd or from the flock.

3“Ifhis offering is a burnt offering from the herd, he shall of-
fer a male without blemish. He shall bring it to the entrance
of the tent of meeting, that he may be accepted before the
LORD.

4 He shall lay his hand on the head of the burnt offering, and
it shall be accepted for him to make atonement for him.

5 Then he shall kill the bull before the LORD, and Aaron’s
sons the priests shall bring the blood and throw the blood
against the sides of the altar that is at the entrance of the tent
of meeting.

6 Then he shall flay the burnt offering and cut it into pieces,

7 and the sons of Aaron the priest shall put fire on the altar
and arrange wood on the fire.

8 And Aaron’s sons the priests shall arrange the pieces, the
head, and the fat, on the wood that is on the fire on the altar;

92 but its entrails and its legs he shall wash with water. And
the priest shall burn all of it on the altar, as a burnt offering, a
food offering with a pleasing aroma to the LORD.
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(0l HIALEO| oHoF & Ut
HAE E2l= A7t offoF & U2
242} 01| CHELIR (3-9%)
For burnt offerings, how dif-
ferent are the duties of the
priest from those who prepare
the offerings? (1:3-9)

HALE Eel= X7 HEHZ0| Qb
otz 0|f= F0(2F d2tatL
IR (4%)

Why do those who prepare
the burnt offerings lay their
hands on the animals sacri-
ficed for the offering? (1:4)
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Looking at the detailed procedures of preparing the burnt offerings:
first, an animal is prepared, then the hide of the animal is skinned, then
it is cut into pieces, and then it is cleansed thoroughly. All these were
handled by the person preparing the offering. The offering rituals of Is—
rael were not exclusively conducted by the priests but were done jointly
by priests who were trained and by those who prepared offerings with
dedication. That is why God commanded Moses in Leviticus 1:2,
“Speak to the Israelites and say to them:--.” God Himself wanted to
teach that those who prepare offerings need to be as ready and as
dedicated as the priests.

How is our ritual (worship) today? As a worshiper, am | doing my best
to prepare for worship? In order for the worship to be pleasing to God,
the training of the priest must also be accompanied by the dedication
of the worshipers. According to the regulations, the priests making the
burnt offering must lay their hands on the animal to be used as an of-
fering. Though animals are used as offerings, it is revealed that in fact
we are offering ourselves. The burnt offering was a worship ritual, of-
fering ourselves completely. It is reassuring that the worship of offering
myself completely is what pleases God. As a worshiper, am | offering
myself completely to God? Even in the routine weekly offering we
make every Sunday, it must contain ourselves completely.
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Reading Insight

The burnt offerings are the rituals of those people who depend
on flocks of animals. The grain offerings are the rituals of the
people who live on crops of agriculture. In the story of the offer—
ings brought to God by Cain and Abel, Cain’s offering was grain
offering and Abel’s offering was burnt offering. Therefore, some
argued that the burnt offering is superior to the grain offering but
this is an incorrect interpretation. The Bible views both offerings
as equally important. (In thanksgiving worship the blood of the of-
fering is immaterial.) In the case of grain offering, there were reg-
ulations allowing special offering depending on the circumstances.

/3 Hymn21 Praise to the Lord, the Aimighty

Meditation « Leviticus 2:1-11 ReadingPlan - Leviticus 2

1“When anyone brings a grain offering as an offering to the
LORD, his offering shall be of fine flour. He shall pour oil on
itand put frankincense on it

2 and bring it to Aaron’s sons the priests. And he shall take
from it a handful of the fine flour and oil, with all of its frank-
incense, and the priest shall burn this as its memorial por-
tion on the altar, a food offering with a pleasing aroma to the
LORD.

3 But the rest of the grain offering shall be for Aaron and his
sons; itis amost holy part of the LORD’s food offerings.

4 “When you bring a grain offering baked in the oven as an
offering, it shall be unleavened loaves of fine flour mixed
with oil or unleavened wafers smeared with oil.

5 And if your offering is a grain offering baked on a griddle,
it shall be of fine flour unleavened, mixed with oil.

6You shall break it in pieces and pour oil on it; it is a grain of-
fering.

7 And if your offering is a grain offering cooked in a pan, it
shall be made of fine flour with oil.

8 And you shall bring the grain offering that is made of these
things to the LORD, and when it is presented to the priest, he
shall bring it to the altar.

9 And the priest shall take from the grain offering its memo-
rial portion and burn this on the altar, a food offering with a
pleasing aroma to the LORD.

10 But the rest of the grain offering shall be for Aaron and his
sons; it is amost holy part of the LORD’s food offerings.

11 “No grain offering that you bring to the LORD shall be
made with leaven, for you shall burn no leaven nor any hon-
ey as a food offering to the LORD.

n2
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20 AIHSO| ANt MEISS
AM= OEA SRELIIR
(1-3%, 4-10%)

How different were the grain
offerings of the rich people
from those of the poor?

(1:1-3, 4-10)

SHLIE2 o AME0 =524 &
2 EX| L2t stEme? (M)
Why did God forbid the yeast
and honey in the grain offer-
ings? (1:11)
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The ritual prepared with crops was not necessarily easier. The regulations on
grain offerings reveal that God commanded that all offerings, including the pro-
cess of making flour from crops, baking, frying, and cooking, should be pre-
pared with passion and dedication. Affluent people offered the crop flour added
with incense and the poor offered cooked foods with dedication and passion.
Through these God taught them that “thanksgiving” was not an act of reluc-
tance but was an act of joy and passion.

The grain offering was something anyone could afford to do. Anyone could
have used a part of their daily food ingredients and cooked with passion and of-
fered it to God. God had made it so easy for ordinary people (without any so-
phistication) to offer their thanksgiving to God. But aren't we too stingy in ex-
pressing our thanksgiving to God? God relegated the rest of the grain offerings
to priests and called it, “a most holy part of the offerings” (2:3). “The most holy
part of the offerings” means that “the offerings belong to God.” (In fact, the
grain offering belongs to God therefore God is receiving what belongs to God.)
As a matter of fact, we should remember that the foods we consume every day
are not ours but are gifts from God.

“The yeast and honey must not be used” (2:11) in the grain offerings because
they spoil the offerings. While this means that the tabernacle should be full of
life, at the same time, it means that those preparing the offerings are led to the
path of life not to death. Therefore, those who come with offerings in thanks—
giving to God's grace receive life through the worship service to God.
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Reading Insight

Fellowship offering is a ritual to offer an animal sacrificed to ex—
press thanksgiving to God just like the burnt offering. However,
unlike the burnt offering, the fellowship offering does not burn
the whole body of the animal sacrificed, but burns only the fat
of inner parts and shares the rest of the meat among those
preparing the offerings and others. The fellowship offering was
not a ritual to deal with the sins of the people but was intended
for fellowship among people and for thanksgiving.

J3 Hymn24 Jesus is King
Medtation * Leviticus 3:1-5, 17

1“If his offering is a sacrifice of peace offering, if he offers
an animal from the herd, male or female, he shall offer it
without blemish before the LORD.

2 And he shall lay his hand on the head of his offering and kill
it at the entrance of the tent of meeting, and Aaron’s sons the
priests shall throw the blood against the sides of the altar.

ReadingPlan - LeViticus 3

3 And from the sacrifice of the peace offering, as a food of-
fering to the LORD, he shall offer the fat covering the en-
trails and all the fat that is on the entrails,

4and the two kidneys with the fat that is on them at the loins,
and the long lobe of the liver that he shall remove with the
kidneys.

5 Then Aaron’s sons shall burn it on the altar on top of the
burnt offering, which is on the wood on the fire; it is a food
offering with a pleasing aroma to the LORD.

17 1t shall be a statute forever throughout your genera-
tions, in all your dwelling places, that you eat neither fat nor
blood.”
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What is the significant differ-
ence between the fellowship
offering and the burnt offering?
(3:2-5)

SHLIEMA “IE 9K L2t
UESIAE OlFE FALMR?
(17%)

Why did God command, “You
must not eat blood?” (3:17)
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The fellowship offering was defined as a ritual from the time of burn—
ing the fat at the altar until the time of sharing the meat. (All the meat
should be consumed within a day or two.) That is why the fellowship
offering does not care about the gender of the animal to be sacrificed.
That was because the purpose of the fellowship offering was to share
the meat among those preparing the offering. Nonetheless, there was
something forbidden by God, “you must not eat fat and blood” (3:17)
“Fat” was considered “precious” and it meant, “something precious
belongs to God,” and “blood” meant “life” and God was the master of
life. (Violation of this command meant severe punishment.)

God included the fellowship among worshippers as a part of the wor—
ship. That means the meals we share together after the worship must
be treated as if we eat and drink in front of God. However, our reality is
not like that. Unfortunately, most of our church bickering takes place at
dining tables in the church after Sunday worship service that ended in
grace. The cause of the bickering may be the food or hurt occuring
during conversation. But according to the rules of the fellowship offer—
ings, our worship service does not end with the benediction of the

w3 MAXIE 2f8t 7|= presider at the “sanctuary” but it ends with the fellowship and sharing
Prayer for Churches & Pastors among worshippers at the “dining room.” How is my worship today?

H| oI5tz W 5|, 51018|(CA) Have | finished the WOI'Ship today in grace?

MEfOL(of HIFHIRZAR] 03], H71(CA)

o053l telus| SFAIE et 7=
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Reading Insight

Chapters 4 and 5 of Leviticus deal with the regulation of sin of-
fering which is a ritual to take care of the matter of sins. Chapter
4 contains the record of regulations dealing with basic principles
of sin offerings and different methods of sin offerings depend-
ing on the status of worshippers: anointed priests, whole Israel-
ite community, leader, or member of the community. Chapter 5
contains the record of how rituals should be prepared depend-
ing on the economic status of the worshippers: affluent people
could offer lambs or goats, and poor people could offer pigeons
as offerings. Whereas the first three rituals (burnt offering, grain
offering, and fellowship offering) were “voluntary rituals,” the sin
offering was a “mandatory ritual.”

J3 Hymn28 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

ReadingPlan - Leviticus 4

Meditation « Leviticus 4-2, 13-21

2 “Speak to the people of Israel, saying, If anyone sins un-
intentionally in any of the LORD’s commandments about
things not to be done, and does any one of them,

13 “If the whole congregation of Israel sins unintentional-
ly and the thing is hidden from the eyes of the assembly, and
they do any one of the things that by the LORD’s command-
ments ought not to be done, and they realize their guilt,

14 when the sin which they have committed becomes
known, the assembly shall offer a bull from the herd for a sin
offering and bring it in front of the tent of meeting.

15 And the elders of the congregation shall lay their hands on
the head of the bull before the LORD, and the bull shall be
killed before the LORD.

16 Then the anointed priest shall bring some of the blood of
the bull into the tent of meeting,

17 and the priest shall dip his finger in the blood and sprinkle
it seven times before the LORD in front of the veil.

18 And he shall put some of the blood on the horns of the altar
thatis in the tent of meeting before the LORD, and the rest of
the blood he shall pour out at the base of the altar of burnt of-
fering that is at the entrance of the tent of meeting.

19 And all its fat he shall take from it and burn on the altar.

20 Thus shall he do with the bull. As he did with the bull of
the sin offering, so shall he do with this. And the priest shall
make atonement for them, and they shall be forgiven.

21 And he shall carry the bull outside the camp and burn it up as
he burned the first bull; it is the sin offering for the assembly.

s 202
LE|H= O ZL0| E2l= HAL
AL7IR (2F)

Under what circumstance was
the sin offering ritual offered?
4:2)

oz
1

SEHE HAE E2l= APt &
TLPOf M2t ®Z0| CHELICE 0f
A TEIR?

X M HAEG-12E), &F
(13-21%), £5(22-26%), ZI
(27-31%, 32-35%)

In the sin offering, the offering
material was different depend-
ing on “who offered the ritual.”
How different were they?
(Priests: 4:3-12, Israelite com~
munity: 13-21, Leaders: 22—
26, Members of the commu-
nity: 32-35)
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Looking at the procedures of the sin offerings, the blood of the animal
sacrificed was not sprinkled on the person who violated and sinned
against the forbidden command of God but was sprinkled either on the
altar, or in the Tent of Meeting, or in front of the curtain of the sanctu—
ary. If either a member of the community or a leader sins, the blood
was sprinkled on the altar of burnt offering in the courtyard of the Tent
of Meeting and if the Israelite community or the priest had sinned, the
blood was sprinkled in front of the curtain of the sanctuary. For the sin
of not repenting, once a year on Yom Kippur the chief priest sprinkles
the blood in the Most Holy Place.

Why was the sacrificed animal blood sprinkled in the Tent of Meeting
where God lived? Albeit the sin was committed by the people. The sins
of the member and the leader corrupt the altar of burnt offering with
the blood, the sins of the community and the priest corrupt the sanctu—
ary with the blood, and the sins of the unrepentant corrupt the Most
Holy Place with the blood. All these mean that our sins affect God. It
implies that God’s heart would be hurt by our sins.

If we rank the weight of the sins, among the altar, sanctuary and the
Most Holy Place, the corruption of the Most Holy Place, that is, “the
sins of intentionally delaying repentance” would be the most grievous.
While we procrastinate repenting, God suffers continually. Therefore,
do not procrastinate repentance. The most dreadful sin is the sin of
passing the deadline.
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Reading Insight

The essential difference between the Guilt Offering and the Sin
Offering is that the Guilt Offering is a ritual to make restitution
to God for any violation of God’s command. Any damage to the
sanctuary and any false testimony in the name of God were
considered wrongs against God and a guilt offering should be
offered to pay for the sin. In case damage is done against a
person, the restitution must be made to God as well as to the
person. Therefore, the restitution could be made using money.

/3 Hymn259 Have You Been to Jesus

Meditation « Leviticus 5:14-19

14The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,

ReadingPlan - Leviticus 5

15“Ifanyone commits a breach of faith and sins unintention-
ally in any of the holy things of the LORD, he shall bring to
the LORD as his compensation, a ram without blemish out
of the flock, valued in silver shekels, according to the shekel
of the sanctuary, for a guilt offering.

16 He shall also make restitution for what he has done amiss
in the holy thing and shall add a fifth to it and give it to the
priest. And the priest shall make atonement for him with the
ram of the guilt offering, and he shall be forgiven.

17 “If anyone sins, doing any of the things that by the
LORD’s commandments ought not to be done, though he
did not know it, then realizes his guilt, he shall bear his inig-

uity.

18 He shall bring to the priest a ram without blemish out of
the flock, or its equivalent for a guilt offering, and the priest
shall make atonement for him for the mistake that he made
unintentionally, and he shall be forgiven.

19 1t is a guilt offering; he has indeed incurred guilt before
the LORD.”

na

og

HiAS St [Ojl= SLMEMILE AR
OlAIL ZOtE Cioto] E2{0F &
L7k (16%; 6% 6F)

When restitutions were made,
how much more was added to
God and to the person?

(5:16; 6:5)

e
=

A

==

S7H Aol THE2H, 0| oA
EoE YS! AR00= 0ZA aHok
SR (6% 1-7%)

According to the regulations of
the guilt offering, if damage
was inflicted on a neighbor,
how was the restitution deter—
mined? (6:1-7)
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According to the regulations of the guilt offering, when damage is in—
flicted on a neighbor, restitutions should be made to the neighbor as
well as to God. Because all of us are connected to God, if we wrong
another person, it is a wrong against God as well. That is why Jesus
said, “Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there re-
member that your brother has something against you, leave your gift
there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother;
then come and offer your gift” (Matt. 5:23-24). But so often we seek
forgiveness from God only in words but do not do anything to those on
whom we injure. (Many think that once we are forgiven by God, that is
the end of everything.) But God is telling us that we have to make res—
titution if we injured our neighbor and pay a price fit for the injury.

Whenever restitutions were made to God or the people, 20% (or one
fifth) must be added to the original value. Personally, | think 20% (one
fifth) looks too small as a “penalty.” However, the essence of God'’s in—
terest in dealing with the guilt offering lies not in the “restitution” but in
conveying the “attitude of an apologizing mind.” From this point of view,
the guilt offering was not meant to “punish the sinner” but to play the
role of restoring their way of life before they sinned. When we realize
our sin and repent, the first thing we must do is not “to offer ritual” but
to seek forgiveness from the injured person and to provide proper res—
titution for damages inflicted on the person.
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Reading Insight

The regulations for the offering rituals have two parts. One is
for the people (1:1-6:7) and another is for the priests (6:8-7:36).
Especially in Chapter 6, the focus was on the priests, that is,
what the priests need to do at the rituals: what clothing the
priests need to wear at the rituals, how they need to manage
and handle the offering materials, how they need to manage
and handle the fire at the altar, and how they need to manage
the ashes at the altar, etc. The priests were taught what they
needed to do.

/3 Hymn338 Nearer, My God, to Thee
Meditation * Leviticus 6:8-13

8The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,

ReadingPlan - Leviticus 6

92 “Command Aaron and his sons, saying, This is the law of
the burnt offering. The burnt offering shall be on the hearth
on the altar all night until the morning, and the fire of the al-
tar shall be kept burning oniit.

10 And the priest shall put on his linen garment and put his
linen undergarment on his body, and he shall take up the ash-
es to which the fire has reduced the burnt offering on the altar
and put them beside the altar.

11 Then he shall take off his garments and put on other gar-
ments and carry the ashes outside the camp to a clean place.

12 The fire on the altar shall be kept burning on it; it shall not
go out. The priest shall burn wood on it every morning, and
he shall arrange the burnt offering on it and shall burn on it
the fat of the peace offerings.

13 Fire shall be kept burning on the altar continually; it shall
not go out.
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How different was the clothing
that was worn by priests when
they tended the offering ma-
terials from when they handled
the ashes of the burned offer-
ings? (6:10-11)

What do you think it means to
us today?

O AZFAO| HIALOH UOIA HIAHE
0] afiof & 718 Qo U2 2
O|AELITN? (9, 12-13%)

What was the most important
task of the priests at the offer—
ing rituals of Israel?

(6:9,12-13)
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One of the most important tasks of the priests was not to extin—
guish the fire at the altar of burnt offerings and make sure that the
fire burns continuously. (This was so important that God mentioned
this three times in verses 9, 12, and 13.) The burnt offerings were
the pathway leading to God. The fire of the burnt offerings meant
that the pathway remained connected and not cut off. It was also a
sign showing smooth communication between God and priests
and that between God and people.

| would like to pause and look at our own altar of burnt offerings.
Is the fire at our altar burning strongly and continuously without be—
ing extinguished? The priests of Israel performed burnt offerings
for their people in the morning and in the evening every day. (They
called these “Regular Burnt Offering.”) And the people, observing
the priests, did not forget offerings of thanksgiving. As Israel con—
tinued their daily communication with God, we also need to make
sure that “the fire on the altar always burns without being extin-
guished”.

“The fire on the altar must be kept burning:-” (6:12). It means that
“we need to strive to reach holiness every day.” “To reach holiness
today,” let us read scripture and meditate day and night, pray con—
tinually, and give thanks in all circumstances. Let it be our day, ev—
ery day.
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Reading Insight

Chapter 7 is full of regulations for the priests. But there is no
trade secret for just the priests. Everything is open, and the
Israelites clearly knew “who the priests were and what their du-
ties were.” Through this transparency, God eliminated the pos—-
sibility of misunderstanding between the priests and the people.
Therefore, they trusted and cooperated with each other.

J3 Hymnb595 A Charge to Keep | Have
Medtation * Leviticus 7:28-36

28 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,

ReadingPlan - LeViticus 7

29 “Speak to the people of Israel, saying, Whoever offers the
sacrifice of his peace offerings to the LORD shall bring his
offering to the LORD from the sacrifice of his peace offer-
ings.

30 His own hands shall bring the LORD’s food offerings.
He shall bring the fat with the breast, that the breast may be
waved as a wave offering before the LORD.

31 The priest shall burn the fat on the altar, but the breast
shall be for Aaron and his sons.

32 And the right thigh you shall give to the priest as a contri-
bution from the sacrifice of your peace offerings.

33 Whoever among the sons of Aaron offers the blood of the
peace offerings and the fat shall have the right thigh for a
portion.

34 For the breast that is waved and the thigh that is contribut-
ed I have taken from the people of Israel, out of the sacrific-
es of their peace offerings, and have given them to Aaron the
priest and to his sons, as a perpetual due from the people of
Israel.

35 This is the portion of Aaron and of his sons from the
LORD?’s food offerings, from the day they were presented to
serve as priests of the LORD.

36 The LORD commanded this to be given them by the peo-
ple of Israel, from the day that he anointed them. It is a per-
petual due throughout their generations.”
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Out of the fellowship offerings,
God mentioned the portion
belonging to the priests, and
said, “Tell the descendants of
Israel.” (7:28-29) Why?
SF=MZC| 7151 QER St
= M0 S2X| 9410, O U
o2 EaigaLIC,

£20] Hof2 Y= & IH|
OA(HIAL A2 290/t
7R (30, 32%)

The breast and the right thigh
of the fellowship offerings
were not offered to the altar
but they were offered some
other way. In today’s scripture,
what were the two offering
rituals? (7:30, 32)
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The most important task of the priests was to not extinguish the
fire at the altar of the burnt offerings because the altar was the
pathway between God and us. In order not to disconnect this path—
way, it was as important to keep the communication channel open
between the people and God as the meeting between the priests
and God. They might have done their best in playing their role as
priests. Based on this, the priests received a portion of the offer—
ings. (It was the portion given by God.) God made this open to all
people in order to avoid any suspicion because it was the people
who prepared the portion for the priests.

This was how Israel built up their faith community as they built
mutual trust. Therefore, ultimately the essence of the health of the
faith community is built on mutual trust of members of the com—
munity. Then how is the health of our faith community? Is there
trust between the clergy and congregation and between members
of the congregation? Rather than trying to hide things from each

3|9 AMXIE QJst 7|E other, when we share things with transparency and do things to-
Prayer for Churches & Pastors gether, we build mutual trust. Our faith must grow toward God as
well toward each other. Only then can we build a healthy faith

3|,
si2t3|m3|, ZBH(CA) community.
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come from?

( 0{=7|E Opening Prayer )

Z0 22]00|A
KHIE HIFEAM.
Lord. Have Mercy on Us.

259 ¥ ¢, 0t ZH|
Doing & Being for Today

52

2171 82 =Xt HRl= OCIOM =70 Tt €S XS

off ELICH J12hM 25 S2IAt0| YH| gt S2|Afet Y 71| &

A Z=HCE d¥el F= 2% ES017|= U, 2171 8

Holl= "2 2PHA ZAoAH SHotl iz 2= 2E0| of2f H

2H=E]0] LhgUD 0710 =22 0] USLICE 01F Solf Mt
12l 4

== MH
ol Hel= SILHL2RE YT A YS FZot= AYLICL

£ M320%H(E360%) Lt2| 2= HAH 5}
=4-21917] 8:4-13 oe.197] 8%

4 BA7F o S @AM A7 oA g sHAl tiE st 315
o] 3]t melx|et

5 BA7} 3ol A 0|25 oS A A ot HE st
A1 7o) offetet sk

6 A7} ot 2} 10 o} S5 S HlEth BE 15 S 4
7\

3§ 7S 2ol 1 Folo] S FHUL E1
2 710] vfefo] T3 9.1 1 3 9] o] F 15 2ol
U 2 AR 3Holet ol opilA wAelA HeistAl 2
3} gkeet

10 247 292 A e L ol Qs BE R
of e} A= 5 st

13 Ao U8 ¥ Bel 3 E I Agt 1 B 7170
2R3 1o Bk AR s s

7 E 42 o}29] vjelo] 211 1017 wet A=A
Sl

13 LA E o}20] o} S 5L Hleih} 150 42
2 Y3l 2 Hon T2 Aoy olzepi 24
ofl A gstal 23t 2 telet



Reading Insight

Leviticus 8 offers an answer to the question, “Where does the
authority of a leader come from?” Today’s scripture is important
in that it explains the basic relationship between the clergy and
the congregation as well as the identity of the clergy. In Chapter
8, the expression, “as the LORD commanded Moses” is re-
peated many times. Here lies the essence of today’s scripture.
Through this, it is emphasized that the authority of the priests is
“delegated by the LORD.”

/3 Hymn320 How | Praise Thee, Precious Savior

Meditation « Leviticus 8:4-13

4 And Moses did as the LORD commanded him, and the
congregation was assembled at the entrance of the tent of
meeting.

ReadingPlan - LeViticus 8

5 And Moses said to the congregation, “This is the thing that
the LORD has commanded to be done.”

6 And Moses brought Aaron and his sons and washed them
with water.

7 And he put the coat on him and tied the sash around his
waist and clothed him with the robe and put the ephod on
him and tied the skillfully woven band of the ephod around
him, binding it to him with the band.

8 And he placed the breastpiece on him, and in the breast-
piece he put the Urim and the Thummim.

9 And he set the turban on his head, and on the turban, in
front, he set the golden plate, the holy crown, as the LORD
commanded Moses.

10 Then Moses took the anointing oil and anointed the taber-
nacle and all that was in it, and consecrated them.

11 And he sprinkled some of it on the altar seven times, and
anointed the altar and all its utensils and the basin and its
stand, to consecrate them.

12 And he poured some of the anointing oil on Aaron’s head
and anointed him to consecrate him.

13 And Moses brought Aaron’s sons and clothed them with
coats and tied sashes around their waists and bound caps on
them, as the LORD commanded Moses.

MM A
LS £0=2

HIAFE A2 0 =M= Xl
ELR BIZES HRI2M Q.
(4-6%, 7-9%, 10-13%)
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How did the ordination cere-
mony of the priests proceed?
Fill in the blanks below.

(8:4-6, 7-9, 10-13)

[ 1-[ 1-[ I-sin
offering - burnt offering - or-
dination offering — end ordina—
tion

1z B

27| 8K “CIZAHA 2|
Ol HoH Aot Ztri2t 2t
= LSS HO0F BAlSH 2R,
In Chapter 8 of Leviticus, find
the phrase, “as the LORD
commanded Moses,” and
mark them.
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Authority Must Be Delegated from God
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In today’s scripture the important part of the “ordination of the
priests” is “the community.” This emphasizes that the priests were
standing in front of God as representative of “the community,” and
also it was because it was “the community” who had to recognize
and accept the priests.

In the “ordination of priests,” the “priests” participate in seven kinds
of rituals. First, they washed their bodies through a “cleansing ritual”
and went out in “holiness.” Through this, their status was changed from
a “secular place” to “holy place.” Then they put on the “ceremonial
robes.” The “robes” played the role of audio-visual tool to clearly distin—
guish the priests from the ordinary members of the community as well
as show ‘who the priests were, and what the priests did.” After the
“robing” ritual, the “anointing” ritual followed, similar to kings and
prophets, and through this the priests began their ministry as “anoint-
ed” ones.

The people of Israel must have witnessed how the priests were
anointed as leaders of the community through this process. Through
this process, they must have clearly realized that the authority of the
priests came from God. From this point of view, what the leaders of
today’s church really need to restore is “the authority as God’s priests.”
The position by itself does not offer the authority. We must clearly re-
alize and understand that the true authority is given from Heaven,
through “holiness” (sanctification) of the leaders.
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Reading Insight

After Aaron and his sons completed the seven—day ordina-
tion process, they were ordained to serve as priests and were
ready to make their first offering. They offered a sin offering for
themselves, followed by a burnt offering and finally the fellow-
ship offering for the people. By doing so, they showed that the
authority of priesthood lies first in the proper preparation of the
self and faithfully following the Lord’s commands.

J3 Hymn68 We praise Thee, O God, Our Redeemer, Creator
Meditation * Leviticus 9:1-10

10n the eighth day Moses called Aaron and his sons and the
elders of Israel,

ReadingPlan - Leviticus 9

2and he said to Aaron, “Take for yourself a bull calf for a sin
offering and a ram for a burnt offering, both without blem-
ish, and offer them before the LORD.

3 And say to the people of Israel, ‘Take a male goat for a sin
offering, and a calfand a lamb, both a year old without blem-
ish, for a burnt offering,

4 and an ox and a ram for peace offerings, to sacrifice before
the LORD, and a grain offering mixed with oil, for today the
LORD will appear to you.””

5 And they brought what Moses commanded in front of
the tent of meeting, and all the congregation drew near and
stood before the LORD.

6 And Moses said, “This is the thing that the LORD com-
manded you to do, that the glory of the LORD may appear to
you.”

7 Then Moses said to Aaron, “Draw near to the altar and
offer your sin offering and your burnt offering and make
atonement for yourself and for the people, and bring the of-
fering of the people and make atonement for them, as the
LORD has commanded.”

8 So Aaron drew near to the altar and killed the calf of the sin
offering, which was for himself.

9 And the sons of Aaron presented the blood to him, and he
dipped his finger in the blood and put it on the horns of the al-
tar and poured out the blood at the base of the altar.

10 But the fat and the kidneys and the long lobe of the liv-
er from the sin offering he burned on the altar, as the LORD
commanded Moses.

s 202
Ot21t 79| OISS0| MAIEC =
M X oioF & A2 FA0IUE
L7r (2, 75)

What was the first thing that
Aaron and his sons had to do
as priests? (9:2, 7)
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When during the time of mak-
ing an offering did Moses say
the glory of the Lord will ap-
pear to the priests? (9:4)
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In verse 4, Moses says, “For today, the Lord will appear to you” when
they make an offering. And at the end of chapter 9, we learn that “the glory
of the Lord appeared to all the people” (9:23). This shows that the authority
and leadership of priests come from complete obedience of the Lord's
commands and from faithful preparation for making the offering.

The offerings by the Israelites were divided into “offering made by
priests” and “offering made by people.” Of these two, the first offering was
the offering made by priests. This order was important. The offering made
by priests was the “sin offering” that was made in order to wash away the
sins. This offering highlighted the importance of self-reflection and
self-preparation. This was followed by the “burnt offering,” intended to be
a thank offering. This was another offering made by priests that was in—
tended to show the importance of priests giving thanks before calling the
people to offer their thank offerings.

As worshipers, we sometimes miss the order of priority. As we become
overly focused on the ministries that we have been called to serve (as a
minister, a teacher, a singer, etc), we forget what we need to do first. Al-
though these “ministries” are all important, self-reflection (repentance) and
giving our thanks to God must be done first before we carry out our minis—
tries. Seeking to serve others (the church) while neglecting self-reflection
is like claiming authority on one’s own. Let us remember that the authority
that we have as ministers of worship comes from faithfully adhering to the
priorities as demonstrated by Aaron and his sons.



X2, Ol &

= O, = == EXARE O
Journaling with Jesus Ol-~ElS dZRiSLINER

o -

PS 2 Reading & QT O

P St 22~ One Word |

P TE=7 | One Prayer O

StLFE S| 0FE, 2419 O+ God's heart & your heart

2
iR
oc
[
Ol
02
Ol
FI'F
b
-|O

[l For Walking with Jesus

Z= O #0]|, 2| Taking it deeper, further

@ VouTube @7122) 20z

(S5 =]
olF SOt 2SS Y1l e E SYok= N
OFS T A2t TS ZACHS A|ZH0) TLO0HEEX] 94 Today’s Mission Cleared
AHER] 7| 5HIAL =]



EQ9.Sat

11

2022 June

Aol
=S Bt

The priest
is punished
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Reading Insight

At the peak of priest ordination, the glory of the Lord appeared to all the
people and the people of Israel shouted for joy (9:23-24). Then an un-
thinkable happens. Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihu, who are themselves
priests, die in the tent of meeting when they offer unauthorized fire before
the Lord. Despite losing his sons, the Chief Priest Aaron does not mourn
for his sons but silently carries out the work as the Chief Priest. In his
place, his relatives and all the Israelites mourn for his sons. In order to
prevent similar tragedy from happening again in the future, the Lord tells
Aaron and his sons not to drink whenever they go into the tent of meeting.

/3 Hymn484 Be Thou My Vision

Meditation « Leviticus 10:1-11 ReadingPlan - Leviticus 10

1 Now Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each took his
censer and put fire in it and laid incense on it and offered un-
authorized fire before the LORD, which he had not com-
manded them.

2 And fire came out from before the LORD and consumed
them, and they died before the LORD.

3 Then Moses said to Aaron, “This is what the LORD has
said, ‘Among those who are near me [ will be sanctified, and
before all the people I will be glorified.”” And Aaron held his
peace.

4 And Moses called Mishael and Elzaphan, the sons of Uzz-
iel the uncle of Aaron, and said to them, “Come near; carry
your brothers away from the front of the sanctuary and out of
the camp.”

5 So they came near and carried them in their coats out of the
camp, as Moses had said.

6 And Moses said to Aaron and to Eleazar and Ithamar his
sons, “Do not let the hair of your heads hang loose, and do
not tear your clothes, lest you die, and wrath come upon all
the congregation; but let your brothers, the whole house of
Israel, bewail the burning that the LORD has kindled.

7 And do not go outside the entrance of the tent of meeting,
lest you die, for the anointing oil of the LORD is upon you.”
And they did according to the word of Moses.

8 And the LORD spoke to Aaron, saying,

92 “Drink no wine or strong drink, you or your sons with you,
when you go into the tent of meeting, lest you die. It shall be
astatute forever throughout your generations.

10You are to distinguish between the holy and the common,
and between the unclean and the clean,

11 and you are to teach the people of Israel all the statutes
that the LORD has spoken to them by Moses.”
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What were the response of
Aaron and the people of Israel
to the death of Nadab and
Abihu? (10:3, 6)

In addition to making offerings,
what are priest’s other respon-
sibilities? (10:10-11)
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After the ordination ceremony and making their “first offering,” some
of the priests died in the tent of meeting when the Lord’s judgement
fell upon them. What do you think went through the minds of the peo—
ple after watching what just happened? Watching the priests who hap—
pened to be at the place closest to the Lord die, it is important for us to
learn that we need to give utmost care and attention to how we ap—
proach the Lord. We should not be careless as we approach the Lord
as this tragedy was caused by the carelessness of the priests.

But then again, we shouldn't stop at simply blaming Nadab and Abihu
in this story. There is also much to learn in the way that Aaron and the
people responded to this tragedy. In verse 3, we learn that Aaron re—
mained silent. This means that he tried his best to carry out his duties
as the priest who represent the people to the Lord. If it were me, |
would have rebelled against God saying, “I can't do this anymore.” But
Aaron put his duties as priest before his own personal feelings and
gave priority to the work the Lord.

In return, the Lord comforted Aaron by having all the people of Israel
mourn for his sons on behalf of Aaron (10:6). Can there be a more
beautiful picture of a faithful community than this, where the priest
does his best to fulfill his duty as a priest while the people truly empa-—
thize with the suffering and grief of the priest?

When those in church ministry and church family members form a
similar relationship, that church will be a beautiful community of faith.
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Reading Insight

In Chapters 11 through 15, instructions on “How to live as peo-
ple of the Lord in one’s family?” are provided. Among these,
chapter 11 deals with “dietary laws” that are intended to teach
and remind the people every time they eat food that they are
people belonging to the Lord. It also provides how a person can
be cleansed after they become defiled by breaking the law.

3 Hymn449 When We Walk With the Lord

Meditation « Leviticus 11:39-47 ReadingPlan - Leviticus 11

39 “And if any animal which you may eat dies, whoever
touches its carcass shall be unclean until the evening,

40 and whoever eats of its carcass shall wash his clothes and
be unclean until the evening. And whoever carries the car-
cass shall wash his clothes and be unclean until the evening.

41 “Every swarming thing that swarms on the ground is de-
testable; it shall not be eaten.

42 Whatever goes on its belly, and whatever goes on all
fours, or whatever has many feet, any swarming thing that
swarms on the ground, you shall not eat, for they are detest-
able.

43 You shall not make yourselves detestable with any
swarming thing that swarms, and you shall not defile your-
selves with them, and become unclean through them.

44 For I am the LORD your God. Consecrate yourselves
therefore, and be holy, for I am holy. You shall not defile
yourselves with any swarming thing that crawls on the
ground.

45 For I am the LORD who brought you up out of the land of
Egypt to be your God. You shall therefore be holy, for I am
holy.”

46 This is the law about beast and bird and every living crea-
ture that moves through the waters and every creature that
swarms on the ground,

47 to make a distinction between the unclean and the clean
and between the living creature that may be eaten and the
living creature that may not be eaten.

TR (44-47%)

Why does God distinguish the
food into clean and unclean
food? (11: 44-47)

DFOFoi| S5 IS moll= of
"D ot ELI7P (39-43%)
What must one do when one
is defiled? (11:39-43)
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Meal Table for Nurturing Faith
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The dietary laws given to the people by God can be seen as God's ver—
sion of “holiness training.” God wanted the nurturing of faith to begin from
the meal table. Even when there weren't plenty of food to enjoy, God
wanted people to be holy (set apart) from the food they eat.

During the time of early church, the dietary laws became a point of con—
troversy. So people in the Jerusalem church were instructed to “abstain
from food polluted by idols, from sexual immorality, from the meat of
strangled animals and from blood” (Acts 15:20). This teaching was based
on the teaching of Jesus where Jesus said, “Nothing outside of a person
can defile them by going into them. Rather, it is what comes out of a per—
son that defiles them” (Mark 7:15-16). Although we are not required to ob—
serve this dietary law, we must always seek to be holy as God’s people in
our enjoyments of various food and drinks.

It is important for us to be aware that we also can be defiled at times.
And according to the law, defiled person cannot go into the presence of
God. (The privilege of worshipping God will be revoked when we become
defiled). What, then, shall we do? We need to wash ourselves and our
clothes and wait until the evening time. In the process, we do not need to
call the priest or show ourselves to the priest. God provided a way for us to
take care of the problem of defilement. Nobody can take care of the prob—
lem of defilement for us. The only way to deal with the problem of defile-
ment is to practice purity and training ourselves to be holy. We need to
continue to train ourselves and strive to be holy and pure in our daily life at
work, at home and in all other places of life.
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Reading Insight

To call a woman who just gave birth “unclean” is something
that doesn’'t make sense from the modern—day perspective.
However, when we look at verse 7, we will learn that this reg—
ulation was given for the sake of the woman who gave birth.
How is this so? First, her uncleanliness will give her time to rest
40 days (if she gave birth to a boy) or 80 days (if she gave birth
to a girl). (Although their culture was patriarchal, this regulation
guaranteed a period of rest to the women that could not be
denied or taken away.) Furthermore, it is very likely that this
period of rest (purification) also provided the new born babies
time to rest as well.

J3 Hymn315 My Jesus, | Love Thee

ReadingPlan - Leviticus 12

Meditation « Leviticus 12:1-8

1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,

2 “Speak to the people of Israel, saying, ‘If a woman con-
ceives and bears a male child, then she shall be unclean sev-
en days. As at the time of her menstruation, she shall be un-
clean.

3 And on the eighth day the flesh of his foreskin shall be cir-
cumcised.

4Then she shall continue for thirty-three days in the blood of
her purifying. She shall not touch anything holy, nor come
into the sanctuary, until the days of her purifying are com-
pleted.

5 But if she bears a female child, then she shall be unclean
two weeks, as in her menstruation. And she shall continue in
the blood of her purifying for sixty-six days.

6 “°And when the days of her purifying are completed,
whether for a son or for a daughter, she shall bring to the
priest at the entrance of the tent of meeting a lamb a year old
for a burnt offering, and a pigeon or a turtledove for a sin of-
fering,

7 and he shall offer it before the LORD and make atonement
for her. Then she shall be clean from the flow of her blood.
This is the law for her who bears a child, either male or fe-
male.

8 And if she cannot afford a lamb, then she shall take two tur-
tledoves or two pigeons,one for a burnt offering and the oth-
er for a sin offering. And the priest shall make atonement for
her, and she shall be clean.’”

=

HHM He= 7I°F° oSt &
0] oA Z3tELIF (2-5F)
After giving birth, how were
the periods of uncleanliness
and purification different for
those who gave birth to a boy
from those who gave birth to a
girl? (11:2-5)

J‘*’40}71| L= 7[SH0] XfH, A2
= P oo LR 6-7E)
When the period of purification
is over, what did the woman
who gave birth have to do?
(11:6-7)
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In those days, it was not uncommon for women to die during childbirth or
new born babies to die soon after their birth. So, although the birthing pro—
cess meant joy to those who were watching, the whole process probably
was more a matter of life and death for the women giving birth and for the
babies about to be born. For this reason, it was important for the new
moms and new babies to be isolated from others and take some time to
rest and recuperate after giving birth. But this probably was not easy to do
in a culture that was deeply patriarchal. (Even today, some women find it
difficult to use their maternity leave, even though it is provided in their work
places, because of the unspoken pressure.)

For these women who are not usually given the best consideration in
their community, God puts in place “regulations for new moms.” These
regulations were given so that new moms and new babies can have time
to rest and recuperate. New moms who give birth to a son are declared
unclean for 7 days and are required to have 33 days of purification, during
which she cannot make an offering. Those moms who give birth to a girl
are declared unclean for 14 days and had to have 66 days of purification
period before she is allowed to make an offering. (Giving birth to a girl was
viewed as a big disappointment in those days. Thus, more time was given
to recover.)

Here, we can sense the gracious consideration that God had for new
moms. Do you know that there are also people around us who are in need
of our gracious consideration? We should also care for these people with the
heart of God that is gracious and kind. When we do, God will be glorified.
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Reading Insight

Leviticus 14:1-32 describes the process by which the person
with defiling skin disease can return to the camp after the person
has been healed from the disease. \When a priest is notified that
a person has been healed from the disease, the priest goes to
the person who is outside of the camp to examine the person.
Upon confirming the healing of the person, the priest performs
a ritual using two live clean birds and the person is brought back
to the camp. Once inside the camp, the healed person must re—
main outside of his/er tent and go through a seven—day cleans—
ing ritual and present an offering to the Lord on the eighth day
before the he/she is allowed to return to his family.

J3 Hymn258 There Is a Foundation Filled with

ReadingPlan - Leviticus 13-14

Meditation < Leviticus 14:1-9

1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,

2 “This shall be the law of the leprous person for the day of
his cleansing. He shall be brought to the priest,

3 and the priest shall go out of the camp, and the priest shall
look. Then, if the case of leprous disease is healed in the lep-
rous person,

4 the priest shall command them to take for him who is to
be cleansed two live clean birds and cedarwood and scarlet
yarn and hyssop.

5 And the priest shall command them to kill one of the birds
in an earthenware vessel over fresh water.

6 He shall take the live bird with the cedarwood and the scar-
let yarn and the hyssop, and dip them and the live bird in the
blood of the bird that was killed over the fresh water.

7 And he shall sprinkle it seven times on him who is to be
cleansed of the leprous disease. Then he shall pronounce
him clean and shall let the living bird go into the open field.

8 And he who is to be cleansed shall wash his clothes and
shave off all his hair and bathe himself in water, and he shall
be clean. And after that he may come into the camp, but live
outside his tent seven days.

2 And on the seventh day he shall shave off all his hair from
his head, his beard, and his eyebrows. He shall shave off
all his hair, and then he shall wash his clothes and bathe his
body in water, and he shall be clean.

n2

MM A
=508
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When a person is healed out-
side of the camp, how should
the person have the cleansing

ceremony? (14:1-7)
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Even after the healed person
returns back to the camp, how
many days is the person re-
quired to wait outside the per-
son's tent? (14:8-9)

77



w3 AIAXIS 215 7| =
Prayer for Churches & Pastors

rek
=
ol
o
g
g

el
HN

% S
I:I_Hu

ML FO O
o2 r e
r=

ol
i
il

r

FAG e, ZES(CA)
712CjoteigiRlu g, ZE=+(CA)

U HUME 23t 71=

78

A9 99l 28] Voices rrom T HiiL

ofL{el2| B2 CIA| Z012A| ob= | JUSLICE

God’s Focus Is on Bringing People Back
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For priests, there is no safer place from contracting the defiling skin dis—
ease than the “Tent of Meeting.” But whenever there was a case of possi-
ble infection, priests had to leave the Tent of Meeting to look after the dis—
eased. When the symptoms of the disease were questionable, people
were isolated for seven days and they were reexamined. If the symptoms
were still not perfectly clear after seven days, they were isolated seven
more days before a decision is made. Great care was taken to avoid
wrongfully sending the diseased people away outside the camp. When the
symptoms of the disease became clear and certain, the priest declared the
person “unclean” and the person is sent away outside the camp.

However, the function of the priest does not end here. God also made
priests to watch over the process of bringing the diseased people back into
the camp once they were healed from the disease. The priests were re—
sponsible for carefully examining the diseased people outside the camp
and performing a cleansing ceremony as well as making an offering when
they are healed, so that they may eventually be returned to their families.

People were afraid of the defiling skin disease. Because such disease
was highly contagious, putting the entire community in danger once it
breaks out, it was probably very easy to send the diseased people away
outside the camp. (There were many cases where people were sent away
because they showed similar symptoms.) For this reason, God provided a
detailed instruction on how to avoid wrongfully sending people away as
well as how to bring the healed people back. God'’s focus was on bringing
people back than sending them away.
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Reading Insight

If Leviticus 11 is the “dietary law,” which is about “the dining
table,” Chapter 15 is about “the bed.” Both places are very im—
portant places in the home, and God says that only when these
places are clean can the community be clean. When our inner
self is pure, the community can also be purified. For reference,
in the case of malignant skin disease, it is unclean without
contact with other people, but in the case of unusual bodily dis—
charge, it becomes unclean only through direct contact.

/3 Hymn310 | Know Not why God’s Wondrous Grace

Meditation « Leviticus 15:2-12 ReadingPlan - Leviticus 15

2 “Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, When any
man has a discharge from his body, his discharge is unclean.

3 And this is the law of his uncleanness for a discharge:
whether his body runs with his discharge, or his body is
blocked up by his discharge, it is his uncleanness.

4Every bed on which the one with the discharge lies shall be
unclean, and everything on which he sits shall be unclean.

5 And anyone who touches his bed shall wash his clothes and
bathe himselfin water and be unclean until the evening.

6 And whoever sits on anything on which the one with the
discharge has sat shall wash his clothes and bathe himself in
water and be unclean until the evening.

7 And whoever touches the body of the one with the dis-
charge shall wash his clothes and bathe himself in water and
be unclean until the evening.

8 And if the one with the discharge spits on someone who
is clean, then he shall wash his clothes and bathe himself in
water and be unclean until the evening.

2 And any saddle on which the one with the discharge rides
shall be unclean.

10 And whoever touches anything that was under him shall
be unclean until the evening. And whoever carries such
things shall wash his clothes and bathe himself in water and
be unclean until the evening.

11 Anyone whom the one with the discharge touches without
having rinsed his hands in water shall wash his clothes and
bathe himselfin water and be unclean until the evening.

12 And an earthenware vessel that the one with the discharge
touches shall be broken, and every vessel of wood shall be
rinsed in water.
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When any man with bodily
discharge comes into contact
with a person or comes into
contact with something that
this person uses, it becomes
unclean. What are the seven
cases reported in scripture?
(15:5-12)
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When in contact with a person
with unusual bodily discharge,
what is the difference be-
tween when they become un—
clean and when they do not?
(15:11)
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The reason the Bible sees bodily discharge as “uncleanness” is
because it is associated with “death.” “Blood” is life. However,
when “blood” leaks out of the body, the person will soon die. In this
sense, they are pronounced “unclean” because a leak is driving the
person to “death.” Therefore, we can see that God wants the com-
munity of faith to be filled with “life.”

A person with discharge from the body is “unclean”. And anyone
who touches this person or comes into contact with this person’s
things becomes unclean. But not all contact was unclean. If the
person with the discharge came in contact with someone without
washing their hands, the contact became unclean, but uncleanness
was not transmitted after washing their hands (15:11). Therefore,
even if there is unusual bodily discharge, as long as you wash your
hands well, there is no problem in your daily life with other people.
(Even if it becomes unclean, if you wash your body and wait, it will
be clean.)

God’s intention is not to punish or drive them out now. However,
He wants us to become more mature believers by realizing that no
matter how private a personal life is, it does not end as our problem
alone, but affects the whole community.
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Reading Insight

Leviticus 16 contains the rules for the Day of Atonement (Yom
Kippur). The Day of Atonement is the day on which the high
priest enters the Holy of Holies for the sins of the people. He
enters the Holy of Holies where God dwells, sprinkles the blood
of the sin offering, purifies the place, and receives forgiveness.
While the people watch, he puts the sins of the people on a
living goat and sends the goat into the wilderness to wash away
the people’s sins. (This gives the people the assurance of for-
giveness.)

/3 Hymn261 Blessed Be the Fountain of Blood

Meditation * Leviticus 16:2—1 0, 29 ReadingPlan - LeViticus 16

2and the LORD said to Moses, “Tell Aaron your brother not
to come at any time into the Holy Place inside the veil, be-
fore the mercy seat that is on the ark, so that he may not die.
ForIwill appear in the cloud over the mercy seat.

3 But in this way Aaron shall come into the Holy Place: with
a bull from the herd for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt
offering.

4 He shall put on the holy linen coat and shall have the lin-
en undergarment on his body, and he shall tie the linen sash
around his waist, and wear the linen turban; these are the ho-
ly garments. He shall bathe his body in water and then put
themon.

5 And he shall take from the congregation of the people of Is-
rael two male goats for a sin offering, and one ram for a burnt
offering.

6 “Aaron shall offer the bull as a sin offering for himself and
shall make atonement for himselfand for his house.

7 Then he shall take the two goats and set them before the
LORD at the entrance of the tent of meeting.

8 And Aaron shall cast lots over the two goats, one lot for the
LORD and the other lot for Azazel.

2 And Aaron shall present the goat on which the lot fell for
the LORD and use it as a sin offering,

10 but the goat on which the lot fell for Azazel shall be pre-
sented alive before the LORD to make atonement over it,
that it may be sent away into the wilderness to Azazel.

29 “And it shall be a statute to you forever that in the seventh
month, on the tenth day of the month, you shall afflict your-
selves and shall do no work, either the native or the stranger
who sojourns among you.
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When did the “Day of Atone-
ment” occur on the Jewish
calendar? (16:29)

E[H Hae 242E ofEA oHor 3
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On the Day of Atonement, two
male goats were offered as a
sin offering and a ram as a
burnt offering for the people.
What was to be done to the
sin offering goat? (16:7-10)
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God set July 10 (according to the Jewish calendar) to be observed as
the “Day of Atonement.” This is the harvest season of September-Oc-
tober on our calendar, and it is the most prosperous time of the year,
such as the Feast of Trumpets and the Feast of Tabernacles. However,
at such a time, God identified a day and said, “you must deny your-
selves” (16:29), whether you are a native or a foreigner. He told them to
set aside a day during the most prosperous and exciting time of the
year to be a day when they are sober, repent of their sins, and pray for
forgiveness. Israel had dealt with all unrepentant sins “on that day.”

But there were still unresolved sins in them. Although they repented
earnestly and asked for forgiveness, there were still many people who
did not have “confidence in forgiveness” and still asked for forgiveness.
God prepared a ‘goat for Azazel” in order to instill “confidence of for-
giveness’ in these people. The priest put their sins on a live goat, sent
the goat into the wilderness, and performed the rite of “casting away”
the sin. This was to convince the people that their sins were complete—
ly forgiven.

Watching the ‘goat of Azazel” walk away, Israel could be convinced
that “their sins were completely taken away, and all their sins were for-
given.” Thus, the “Day of Atonement” was the day when they “set
aside” unrepentant sins and their still unresolved sins, and they re-
ceived the assurance of forgiveness.
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Reading Insight

The reason for slaughtering animals is to eat meat. But even
when they kill an animal because they want meat, God allows
them to eat the meat after offering the peace offering first. The
core procedure of the peace offering is [sprinkling the blood of
the sacrifice on the altar], and it has the meaning of returning
that life to God, the Lord of life. Therefore, random killing of
beasts without these procedures is invading God’s realm and
becoming “guilty as a murderer” (17:4).

J3 Hymn270 Let Us Sing of His Love

Meditation « Leviticus 17:1-9 ReadingPlan - Leviticus 17

1And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying,

2 “Speak to Aaron and his sons and to all the people of Isra-
el and say to them, This is the thing that the LORD has com-
manded.

3 If any one of the house of Israel kills an ox or a lamb or a
goat in the camp, or kills it outside the camp,

4 and does not bring it to the entrance of the tent of meeting
to offer it as a gift to the LORD in front of the tabernacle of
the LORD, bloodguilt shall be imputed to that man. He has
shed blood, and that man shall be cut off from among his
people.

5 This is to the end that the people of Israel may bring their
sacrifices that they sacrifice in the open field, that they may
bring them to the LORD, to the priest at the entrance of the
tent of meeting, and sacrifice them as sacrifices of peace of-
ferings to the LORD.

6 And the priest shall throw the blood on the altar of the
LORD at the entrance of the tent of meeting and burn the fat
forapleasing aromato the LORD.

7 So they shall no more sacrifice their sacrifices to goat de-
mons, after whom they whore. This shall be a statute forever
for them throughout their generations.

8 “And you shall say to them, Any one of the house of Isra-
el, or of the strangers who sojourn among them, who offers a
burnt offering or sacrifice

92 and does not bring it to the entrance of the tent of meeting
to offer it to the LORD, that man shall be cut off from his
people.
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What was the first ritual to be

made when an animal was
slaughtered? (17:3-5)
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Other than Israel, who else
had to keep these ordinances?
(17:8-9)
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Leviticus 17 says that the life of animals is also God’s and should be
cherished. Even when they killed an animal to eat, God made them eat
the meat only after they first received the animal’s blood to offer a
peace offering in order to return its life back to God. For the peace of-
fering, only the fat of the intestines was burned on the altar, and the
rest of the meat was shared. At this time, the important thing was to
sprinkle the blood of the sacrifice on the altar, which has the meaning
of “giving the life of this beast to God, the Lord of life.”

God seems to be well aware of our evil nature of killing animals only
for ourselves, which is why we do not even share with our neighbors.
That’s why He made them slaughter only the necessary amount ac-
cording to the established procedure. We have lessons learned from
“street pilgrims” through the homeless ministry. They don’t want to
take more; they just take what they need at that time. There were
many times they rejected my favors saying, ‘| already ate,” and “I have
something to eat now.” It was as if they knew where their food was
coming from every day.

God gives regulations regarding food and says, “The people of God
must be holy even when they eat.” For him who knows that his daily
bread comes from heaven, there is no need to be greedy and no need
to struggle for food. It is simply “received with thanksgiving” (1 Tim. 4:4).
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Reading Insight

Leviticus 18 succinctly presents “what Israel must forsake and
what must be followed.” In particular, God says that Israel, God’s
people, is a holy people and should not engage in “inappropriate
sexual relations.” This is because inappropriate sex destroys not
only the family, but the entire community.

J3 Hymn559 All Year in Our Home the Spring Breezes Blow

Meditation « Leviticus 18:2-5, 24-30 ReadingPlan - Leviticus 18

2 “Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, I am the
LORD your God.

3You shall not do as they do in the land of Egypt, where you
lived, and you shall not do as they do in the land of Canaan,
to which I am bringing you. You shall not walk in their stat-
utes.

4You shall follow my rules and keep my statutes and walk in
them. [ am the LORD your God.

5You shall therefore keep my statutes and my rules; if a per-
son does them, he shall live by them: I am the LORD.

24 “Do not make yourselves unclean by any of these things,
for by all these the nations I am driving out before you have
become unclean,

25 and the land became unclean, so that I punished its iniqui-
ty, and the land vomited out its inhabitants.

26 But you shall keep my statutes and my rules and do none
of these abominations, either the native or the stranger who
sojourns among you

27 (for the people of the land, who were before you, did all of
these abominations, so that the land became unclean),

28]est the land vomit you out when you make it unclean, as it
vomited out the nation that was before you.

29 For everyone who does any of these abominations, the
persons who do them shall be cut off from among their peo-
ple.

30 So keep my charge never to practice any of these abom-
inable customs that were practiced before you, and never
to make yourselves unclean by them: I am the LORD your
God.”
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The phrase ‘I am the LORD
your God” appears frequently
in the text. According to this
passage, what is the relation—
ship between God and Israel?
(18:2, 4, 30)

fol T

o

AAE CEo|X| Lt 2t= BY
= 073, O 0| UOLHA E
L7k (24-25%, 28-29%)

“Do not defile yourself.” What
happens to them if they break
the command?

(18:24-25, 18:28-29)
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Through the phrase, “l am the LORD your God” (18:2, 4, 30) and
its abbreviated form, “| am the LORD” (185, 6, 21), God discloses
His relationship with Israel. God revealed Himself as the “God of
Israel” and made Israel His people. He forbids them from following
the customs of Egypt and Canaan because the customs of Egypt
and Canaan were often sexually promiscuous.

God said, “for the person who obeys them will live by them”
when lsrael obeyed God’s ordinances and laws (18:5). In light of
verses 24-30, these words meant “inhabiting without being driven
out of the promised land.” But if God’s command is broken, the one
who breaks it will become unclean, the ground will become un-
clean, and the contaminated land will vomit him out. Just like the
Canaanites who lived in that land were expelled. From this point of
view, the Canaanite people were not driven out by Israel, but the
earth vomited them out because they sinned.

It was by no means reasonable for Israel to live in the “Promised
Land.” It wasn’t because they were better than others. The only
reason they could live as God’s people was because of their rela—
tionship with God. How am | living today? Are you living as some—
one who has something to do with God? Or are you living as
someone who has nothing to do with God?
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Reading Insight

The verse “You must be holy” (19:2) deals with how to put the
Word into practice in daily life. In particular, “the life before God”
is summarized in three ways: (1) honoring parents and keeping
the Sabbath day, (2) not making idols, and (3) giving through fel-
lowship. If they practice “holiness before God” found in Chapter
19, it could be manifested in terms of holiness in the “home”
(3-4), “temple” (5-8), and “workplace” (9-10).

/3 Hymn288 Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine

Meditation * Leviticus 19:1-10 ReadingPlan - Leviticus 19

1And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying,

2 “Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel and
say to them, You shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am
holy.

3 Every one of you shall revere his mother and his father, and
you shall keep my Sabbaths: I am the LORD your God.

4 Do not turn to idols or make for yourselves any gods of cast
metal: [ am the LORD your God.

5 “When you offer a sacrifice of peace offerings to the
LORD, you shall offer it so that you may be accepted.

6 It shall be eaten the same day you offer it or on the day af-
ter, and anything left over until the third day shall be burned
up with fire.

7Ifitis eaten at all on the third day, it is tainted; it will not be
accepted,

8and everyone who eats it shall bear his iniquity, because he
has profaned what is holy to the LORD, and that person shall
be cut off from his people.

2“When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap
your field right up to its edge, neither shall you gather the
gleanings after your harvest.

10 And you shall not strip your vineyard bare, neither shall
you gather the fallen grapes of your vineyard. You shall
leave them for the poor and for the sojourner: I am the
LORD your God.

R (2F)
Why must all of the Israelites
be holy? (19:2)

SHLEEHA “GolM ZA2 7=
IHof| 2SO|7EK| CF HFX| 2
1, HOJM O[AlE FX| U, 2
20| FHE Cf MA] U, HoiZ
A= SX| Y2t ot OlR= 2
AL (9-10%)

God said, “When you reap the
harvest of your land, do not
reap to the very edges of your
field or gather the gleanings of
your harvest. Do not go over
your vineyard a second time or
pick up the grapes that have
fallen.” Why did God say that?
(19:9-10)
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The phrase “holy life” usually conjures up something abstract and
ideal. However, the Bible says that the place where we should
practice our holiness is at home. The Bible uses the same word for
“fear” when it says “fear God” and when it says “fear your parents.”
This also means that when children interact with their parents, they
should treat them as if they were dealing with God. That is why
“honoring our parents” is so important in maintaining our “holiness.”

The lsraelites also realized that “busyness” hindered their spiritual
growth. So, they emphasized the importance of “rest”. However,
busy modern people are afraid of “rest”. They consider it a sin to
rest without doing anything. So they deliberately “overwork” and
sometimes even enjoy it. But “fast speed” and “busyness” can’t
give us anything. We need “rest” in our lives.

“Holiness” means turning the language of our daily life into the
language of faith. God is telling us today that we must be holy.
These words are not a request, but a command. As we meditate
on the Word today, what do we need to do to achieve that “holi-
ness’ in our homes, churches, and workplaces?
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Reading Insight

Leviticus 20 and 18 are linked. The two texts have 14 crimes in
common. Chapter 18 is written with the intention of prevent-
ing these crimes, but Chapter 20 differs in that it conveys the
punishment rules for those who commit crime. (Chapter 18 is
directed towards families, and Chapter 20 is directed towards
the community by which punishment is to be carried out.)

J3 Hymn336 Faith of Our Fathers
Meditation * Leviticus 20:9-16, 26

ReadingPlan - Leviticus 20

92 For anyone who curses his father or his mother shall sure-
ly be put to death; he has cursed his father or his mother; his
blood is upon him.

10“Tf'a man commits adultery with the wife of his neighbor,
both the adulterer and the adulteress shall surely be put to
death.

11 If a man lies with his father’s wife, he has uncovered his
father’s nakedness; both of them shall surely be put to death;
their blood is upon them.

12 If a man lies with his daughter-in-law, both of them shall
surely be put to death; they have committed perversion; their
blood is upon them.

13 If a man lies with a male as with a woman, both of them
have committed an abomination; they shall surely be put to
death; their blood is upon them.

141f a man takes a woman and her mother also, it is depravi-
ty; he and they shall be burned with fire, that there may be no
depravity among you.

15 If a man lies with an animal, he shall surely be put to
death, and you shall kill the animal.

16 If a woman approaches any animal and lies with it, you
shall kill the woman and the animal; they shall surely be put
to death; their blood is upon them.

26 You shall be holy to me, for I the LORD am holy and have
separated you from the peoples, that you should be mine.
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In Leviticus 20, God repeats
the words “.. are to be put to
death” Why did He use such a
frightening word (kill)?
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Leviticus 20:26 once again
emphasizes why we should be
holy. What are the two rea-
sons for verse 267
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Why You Cannot Be Forgiven
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[t is not uncommon for a member of the family to exert physical
force on another member or to inflict suffering through psychologi-
cal abuse. It is common for families to break up due to infidelity and
incest. But it seems that this is not just a problem today. This be—
came a very serious problem for the Israelites, thus God gave
“special measures for the family.”

How will people know what is happening in the home? Even if
someone had noticed, it would not have been easy to bring it up
publicly because of the family’s reputation. That is why God says “If
the members of the community close their eyes” also “cut them
off from their people” (20:4). What is unhealthy is brought out into
the open and let the community punish it.

But is it necessary for God to be so involved in people’s family af-
fairs? This is because degrading sex can ruin not only you and your
partner, but the entire community. Also, because this problem be-
came a great obstacle for Israel to live as a “holy people.” So, God
didn’t forgive this and said, “.. are to be put to death.” He saw it as
a serious and grave sin. Then how do | apply it? “Fear only God,
who can destroy both soul and body in hell” (Mt 10:28).



X2, Ol &

= O, = == EXARE O
Journaling with Jesus Ol-~ElS dZRiSLINER

o -

PS 2 Reading & QT O

P St 22~ One Word |

P TE=7 | One Prayer O

StLFE S| 0FE, 2419 O+ God's heart & your heart

2
iR
oc
[
Ol
02
Ol
FI'F
b
-|O

[l For Walking with Jesus

Z= O #0]|, 2| Taking it deeper, further

@ VouTube @7122) 20z

(S5 =]
olF SOt 2SS Y1l e E SYok= N
OFS T A2t TS ZACHS A|ZH0) TLO0HEEX] 94 Today’s Mission Cleared
AHER] 7| 5HIAL =]

107



O] A2t 0] HZ'3HOF SHCHEH, HAFER CI=E HS5HOF Y
L. ASeS |AI6H| fIeiM MAE F3' (&2 At st 2
2ok, 220 AOIMT Lt HYS= HE| AAS #EE Wet
OF RUSLICE 3t MARYS| 715E O7|0f| g7t YAet 83
(Th2fOF EHLCt.

2022 June

5 M217%(83627%) SHLIH0| HE3IAZIE

NG w23

oA 10§39 ZAOA) o] 2A]E] o} 2] A ANGE

oA wrato] ol 22t 1) W ZolH £ A2 o

Priest’s cleansing =Rt AL RS WSl g
279] AHo]2] 19 ofmuit 1] opA|L} 19 o}
of} 19| woli} 19| At
3 27}5h7) ofujgt 4i¢l 19) Ajuf elefob 2
2 oy 5 e
AR 9] W0] o] 2912 A4S T S5
3 At
S AN E-L el ottt 27 5t 2o )
o] ) % 2 74 o] A WA BT
5 159 SPbl tsto] Ak 159 shde) o]
£-2 85| 514 2 Flole] T5L ol ofe) 3h| 2 1
S| sLbHo] 9418 Bl 4191 A28 ol
7052 BT AL o] & Gt ofele HakA 2AY

ol 17kl T o} sLbesl Aol et

L OEIAE Gt ) sy 08 slge] ofjeh 1 vl shdel 8418 £

=0 220 oyt e IE AF3| 471} vslE ASH oh=
RfHIZ HEAN, ol g okt Asgtol zt

o e Hereyonte 90]wl AAPS] HolE7) hto] A4S LA ohel

1] ob# A2 %7 golu] 118 EAHEA| e}
959 g Y, g 2
Doing & Being for Today

108



Reading Insight

If the people of Israel were to be “holy,” the priests had to be
even more holy. In order to maintain “holiness,” priests had to
stay away from “death” (worshiping the dead). Even when they
married, they had to follow strict rules unlike ordinary people.
Also, the priest’s family must follow similar strict rules.

J3 Hymn217 Give Me Thy Heart

Meditation « Leviticus 21:1-9 ReadingPlan - Leviticus 21

1 And the LORD said to Moses, “Speak to the priests, the
sons of Aaron, and say to them: No one shall make himself
unclean for the dead among his people,

2 except for his closest relatives, his mother, his father, his
son, his daughter, his brother,

3 or his virgin sister (who is near to him because she has had
no husband; for her he may make himselfunclean).

4 He shall not make himself unclean as a husband among his
people and so profane himself.

5 They shall not make bald patches on their heads, nor shave
off the edges of their beards, nor make any cuts on their
body.

6 They shall be holy to their God and not profane the name
of their God. For they offer the LORD’s food offerings, the
bread of their God; therefore they shall be holy.

7 They shall not marry a prostitute or a woman who has been
defiled, neither shall they marry a woman divorced from her
husband, for the priest is holy to his God.

8You shall sanctify him, for he offers the bread of your God.
He shall be holy to you, for I, the LORD, who sanctify you,
am holy.

9 And the daughter of any priest, if she profanes herself by
whoring, profanes her father; she shall be burned with fire.
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Leviticus 21 stipulates qualifi-
cations and requirements for
priests. What is the difference
between ‘regulations for ordi—
nary priests” (21:1-9) and
“regulations for high priests”
(21:10-15)?
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Based on this scripture, what
do you think “the image of a
priest God expects” is?
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The Leadership of the Priests Comes from “Holiness”

SiLER | S HEel HAIES gA0 S04 o= itk 2&st
YUt S| S AL KRl MHHO 2 HESHN S5 HEHGM
£ OF ELI ULSINE. THAARY2 W O AAchA SEof AL, A
o 7p2 TIEO| Fa(o| HAots AT 5180 EX| HUSULE 45
X|7{0F 27| HERLICE OIS Saff A AFE'2 (HAFH2ZX)
719 KIS X7 l= oM ELASS & == UASHT 2219 HERY
= DRI IXIULICE S3|Rtet HE01 Q2|7 OEHAIZ A “2HAte| X12|'S X|
Z I H|Z A RAIE 5= U= HO|Z.

HAFER2 £ AHSRE RG] o 2= T2 = FZEH0F A
SLICL 2tofof RIAMYOl YZoA| Xt 012l 2AS SA| =, JX2
2 A7t EUZ. SiLES HIEA 4717] fleiM 22l Tt MR

SHoHOF SILITHL A2h FEH0] O AFS0| 20|=715 BT, 1 AR
O] £TQUXIS & 4= AFLICH. L FHH0| FZ3IA| pi2 AS=Z 7153,
AAZ HEoH of= €2 g7 47| HE LI

HAFE| Kt2'= EHOTE MRE RIS SILEEAA OL20A| A
AMIEE FAIH HHHZ DA of=5 SHil7| Z0|Z. SHXIZ HAHES|
YHY'2 AN 2= AU StLE0| R20fA Hothls X2
‘2 & ol HAFY0| == 20| OFLI2t, SHLfEQ| 0158 25| otX| ¢4
£ 58 A0l El= ZYUC

God said, “A priest who has defiled himself cannot enter the sanctu—
ary.” In particular, a priest must not defile himself by touching an un—
clean corpse or woman. For a high priest it was even stricter because
he was not even allowed to attend the funerals of his parents or chil-
dren, brothers or close relatives. It is because he had to guard the
sanctuary. Through this, we can see that the “holiness” of the priest
started from “keeping one’s role” (as his priest). The same is true of our
“holiness.” It can only be maintained when we as pastors and believers
keep our “places” as worshipers.

The priest also had to be clean with the person he met in order to
maintain “holiness.” If the priest had sex with an impure woman, that
would be a big problem. In order to serve God properly, we must
choose the people we spend time with. (You can tell who that person
is by observing the kind of people who gather around them.) It is not
easy for me to purify myself if my surroundings are full of unclean
things.

The priest’s “office” was given from birth. God gave Aaron the posi—
tion of priest which was passed to his descendants from generation to
generation. However, the “leadership” of the priest comes from “holi-
ness.” What God wants from us is not to become a “good priest,” but
to become a “holy priest” who does not profane God’s name.
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Reading Insight

Leviticus 21 and 22 tell us how those who are set apart “for the
glory of God” should serve God, how they should live, and how
to sanctify God’s name. Of these, Chapter 22 teaches “the rules
for the sacred food” (1-16) and “the rules for the sacrifices” (17—
33).

J3 Hymn50 All to Jesus | Surrender

Meditation * Leviticus 22:1-9 ReadingPlan - Leviticus 22

1And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying,

2 “Speak to Aaron and his sons so that they abstain from
the holy things of the people of Israel, which they dedicate
to me, so that they do not profane my holy name: I am the
LORD.

3 Say to them, ‘If any one of all your offspring throughout
your generations approaches the holy things that the peo-
ple of Israel dedicate to the LORD, while he has an unclean-
ness, that person shall be cut off from my presence: I am the
LORD.

4 None of the offspring of Aaron who has a leprous disease
or a discharge may eat of the holy things until he is clean.
Whoever touches anything that is unclean through contact
with the dead or aman who has had an emission of semen,

5 and whoever touches a swarming thing by which he may
be made unclean or a person from whom he may take un-
cleanness, whatever his uncleanness may be--

6 the person who touches such a thing shall be unclean until
the evening and shall not eat of the holy things unless he has
bathed his body in water.

7 When the sun goes down he shall be clean, and afterward
he may eat of the holy things, because they are his food.

8 He shall not eat what dies of itself or is torn by beasts, and
so make himselfunclean by it: |am the LORD.’

9 They shall therefore keep my charge, lest they bear sin for
it and die thereby when they profane it: I am the LORD who
sanctifies them.
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Who can eat the sacred dona—
tions offered to God? (22:1-16)

oz
1

MA0| Mol= “E Q=" HES
Q& 22| Aol MSSHH, 0
A 0laEt 4= USTQ?
(17-33%)

If we apply the “blemish free”
offering of the Bible to our lives
today, how would that look?
(22:17-33)
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God and Israel have a special relationship. God sanctifies Israel,
and Israel sanctifies God. This relationship is revealed through the
“sacred food” and “sacrifice.” The “sacred food” is food given to the
priest by God. Therefore, the priest should receive it in the state of
“cleansing” and not belittle it. Also, the “sacrificial offering” to God
had to be offered with all sincerity as a “clean, blemish—free animal.”

“Sacred food” can only be eaten in a state of purity. If eaten in an
unclean state, it would soon profane the name of God, leading to
“cutting off” punishment. If the priest’s family was also unclean, he
could not eat sacred food. In this respect, the priest’s “cleansing”
was a “problem of survival.” (Because the priest and his family
would be in great trouble if they couldn’t even eat “food” when
they had no land and no other income.)

God made it clear that the power of the priest comes from
“cleansing” and that the priest and his family should take the lead in
“cleansing” the people. So what about us as “a royal priesthood”?
For the priest, “cleanliness” was not a matter of choice, but a mat-
ter of life and death of spirit and body. How about us? Will we ever
be able to avoid being “cut off”? Today, “cleanliness” should be our
top priority.
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Reading Insight

In Leviticus 23, the message is addressed to all the people. The
first words God gave to the people were about “feasts”, that
is the partition of time. Israeli feasts are associated with two
harvests (spring and autumn). (The two harvests are due to the
climate of Israel.) The feasts described in the text are the Sab-
bath, Passover, Feast of Unleavened Bread, First Fruits, Feast of
Weeks, Feast of Trumpets (New Year), Day of Atonement, and
The Feast of Tabernacles.

/3 Hymn623 In His Time

Meditation « Leviticus 23:1-8 ReadingPlan - Leviticus 23

1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,

2 “Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, These are
the appointed feasts of the LORD that you shall proclaim as
holy convocations; they are my appointed feasts.

3 “Six days shall work be done, but on the seventh day is a
Sabbath of solemn rest, a holy convocation. You shall do no
work. It is a Sabbath to the LORD in all your dwelling plac-
es.

4“These are the appointed feasts of the LORD, the holy con-
vocations, which you shall proclaim at the time appointed
for them

5 In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month at
twilight, is the LORD’s Passover.

6 And on the fifteenth day of the same month is the Feast of
Unleavened Bread to the LORD; for seven days you shall
eat unleavened bread.

7 On the first day you shall have a holy convocation; you
shall not do any ordinary work.

8 But you shall present a food offering to the LORD for sev-
en days. On the seventh day is a holy convocation; you shall
not do any ordinary work.”
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What are the “feasts of the
Lord” that Israel must observe?
Find 7 of them.
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(3,7,8, 21,25, 28, 35, 36X)
God speaks of feasts, and in
each of these feasts, God re-
peats, “Do not do any work.”
Why is that?

(23:3,7,8, 21, 25, 28, 35, 36)
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Israel’s “festivals” were a “time set aside” for God. This is to set
aside time to remember only God in the midst of a busy world.
Through this, Israel sanctified the time and gathered as a “sacred
assembly” to worship and thank God for His grace. Among them,
the “Sabbath” was the most basic feast. Israel met seven times in
all, except on the Sabbath. For them, this time was a time to seek
God in their daily life and a time to experience God’s presence.
They kept the festivals in units of a week and a year and set aside
the time and the way of life.

The phrase “Do not do any work” means to “step away” from
daily life for a while and check your spiritual condition. It is impossi—
ble to maintain a holy life without “retreating” from your busy life.
Half of the year has already passed. What is the second half of my
calendar scheduled with? Are there only events that are necessary
and important to me, such as holidays, anniversaries, and important
meetings? To those of us who easily forget, God teaches us to set
aside time (the “feasts”), so that we do not forget the grace and
providence that He has given us. Why don’t we begin with a
schedule that allocates observing the Sabbath (Sunday)?
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Reading Insight

Even at night, the sanctuary is lit by lamps. This is to portray “God
who watches over Israel will neither slumber nor sleep” (Psalm
121:3-4), a lamp symbolizing God the Light. Also on the table
are 12 loaves representing the 12 tribes of Israel. This means
that all tribes together eat the bread of life that God has given.
New loaves were presented every Sabbath, and the old loaves
were holy and could only be eaten by the priests.

/3 Hymn69 All Creatures of Our God and King

Meditation + Leviticus 24:1-9 ReadingPlan - Leviticus 24

1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,

2 “Command the people of Israel to bring you pure oil from
beaten olives for the lamp, that a light may be kept burning
regularly.

3 Outside the veil of the testimony, in the tent of meeting,
Aaron shall arrange it from evening to morning before the
LORD regularly. It shall be a statute forever throughout
your generations.

4 He shall arrange the lamps on the lampstand of pure gold
before the LORD regularly.

5 “You shall take fine flour and bake twelve loaves from it;
two tenths of an ephah shall be in each loaf.

6 And you shall set them in two piles, six in a pile, on the ta-
ble of pure gold before the LORD.

7 And you shall put pure frankincense on each pile, that it
may go with the bread as a memorial portion as a food offer-
ing to the LORD.

8 Every Sabbath day Aaron shall arrange it before the LORD
regularly; it is from the people of Israel as a covenant forev-
er.

2 And it shall be for Aaron and his sons, and they shall eat it
in a holy place, since it is for him a most holy portion out of
the LORD’s food offerings, a perpetual due.”

=]
=

i

£0=

849 S20| MXIX| =L, of
LEO[ a0t MAREolA Z=at
M A2 SA0|USLITR (2-4E)
What did God command the
people and priests to do so
that the lamps in the sanctuary
would not go out? (24:2-4)

A0 HM0| S2E2= H2 o
A S0, oA TIME
ABLIR (5-9%)

How was the bread offered to
the table in the sanctuary
made, and how was it pre-
sented? (24:5-9)
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It was a sanctuary where no one went in (only the priest was al-
lowed to enter), but the lamp should be lit up brightly even in the
middle of the night. To do this, the people had to prepare olive oil
that gave off a bright light with little smoke, and the priest had to
manage it morning and evening. Also, just as “pure oil” was used
for the lamps of the sanctuary, the bread to be served on the table
of the sanctuary had to be made of “fine flour” to maintain a con-
stant weight.

Through this, Israel was able to confirm that God was with them
every day, and they were able to confess every week that God was
the one who fed them. What made this possible? It was because
of the dedication of the people and the priests. Israel's priests did
not reign as leaders of the people. As servants and stewards of the
sanctuary, they faithfully managed and organized the sanctuary. As
a result, God was glorified.

We always think of glorifying God through something great or
visible. But God, who is the light and the life, is to be glorified
through us every day and every week. Let’s not try to glorify God
with one grand gesture without daily hard work and dedication. No
one may recognize what you do, but God does. So today, let’s give
today’s glory to God.
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Reading Insight

God proclaims a “sabbatical year” and a “jubilee year,” empha-
sizing that He is Lord of Israel and of the land. He says that no
one other than God can claim ownership of the land of Israel
and the people. With this in mind, He urges us to fulfill our re-
sponsibilities as brothers and sisters when the land is sold to
strangers or people are sold into slavery. If they obey His wil,
Israel will not lose the land God has given them.

/3 Hymn435 Thou, My Everlasting Portion

Meditation « Leviticus 25:8-17 ReadingPlan - Leviticus 25

8 “You shall count seven weeks of years, seven times seven
years, so that the time of the seven weeks of years shall give
you forty-nine years.

2 Then you shall sound the loud trumpet on the tenth day
of the seventh month. On the Day of Atonement you shall
sound the trumpet throughout all your land.

10 And you shall consecrate the fiftieth year, and proclaim
liberty throughout the land to all its inhabitants. It shall be a
jubilee for you, when each of you shall return to his property
and each of you shall return to his clan.

11 That fiftieth year shall be a jubilee for you; in it you shall
neither sow nor reap what grows of itself nor gather the
grapes from the undressed vines.

12 For it is a jubilee. It shall be holy to you. You may eat the
produce of the field.

13 “In this year of jubilee each of you shall return to his prop-
erty.

14 And if you make a sale to your neighbor or buy from your
neighbor, you shall not wrong one another.

15 You shall pay your neighbor according to the number of
years after the jubilee, and he shall sell to you according to
the number of years for crops.

16 [ the years are many, you shall increase the price, and if
the years are few, you shall reduce the price, for it is the num-
ber of the crops that he is selling to you.

17 You shall not wrong one another, but you shall fear your
God, for [am the LORD your God.

OIS 2 oA THEL
7R (1-78 &xX)

What is the difference be—
tween “sabbatical year” and
“jubilee year?” (25:1-7)

‘B|H0] A|EEE 2 AU
0, 0| g2z ASE FA0IU
SLR %)

When did the Jubilee begin,
and what was the signal for it?

(25:9)
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The “jubilee” refers to the 50th year following the seven sabbatical years.
In Hebrew, it is called “Yobel,” which is derived from the horn of a ram to
blow a trumpet to announce the “Jubilee” to the people. In our language,
we can call it a “blessed and happy year.”

For Israel, July marks the beginning of the new year. However, the “jubi-
lee” does not start with the first day of the new year. It begins with the
blowing of the trumpet on the 10th, the Day of Atonement. (Blowing the
trumpet is the meaning of an announcement.) The reason Israel considers
the “Jubilee” to be a “Blessed and Joyful Year” is that slaves will be com-
pletely liberated from slavery due to their inability to pay their debts and will
receive their original “inheritance” back (25:10). So the first day of the Jubi-
lee began with the Day of Atonement, the day when Israel was set free
from sin. For them, the “Jubilee Year” was the year of starting over by the
grace of God, and everything was restored to its original state.

The “Jubilee Year” was also the year in which the land was restored and
life was restored. In the Jubilee Year, the earth and all creatures on it had to

3|9 AMXIE QJst 7|E rest. It was the time for them to fully recover their lives while eating the
Prayer for Churches & Pastors things God gave them, counting on God's grace, and enjoying rest.
Eral1Al Today, we do not observe a “jubilee.” However, we must keep the “jubi-
BTf310) ) lee spirit” to fully confess that we live by the grace of God by breaking away
23RIE o3t I|E from the thought that we have to work constantly to make a living and that
if we do not work tirelessly, we will be eliminated.
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will you choose?
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Lord, Speak.

Your Servant is Listening
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Doing & Being for Today
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Reading Insight

Leviticus 26 includes the last words of counsel. It contains the
resolute voice of God to “decide which one to choose” while
offering rewards and punishments. If they obey God’s Word,
Israel will enjoy God’s blessings. But if Israel disobeys God’s
Word, God will oppose them too.

J3 Hymn288 Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine

Meditation « Leviticus 26:3-13 ReadingPlan - Leviticus 26

3 “If you walk in my statutes and observe my command-
ments and do them,

4 then I will give you your rains in their season, and the land
shall yield its increase, and the trees of the field shall yield
their fruit.

5 Your threshing shall last to the time of the grape harvest,
and the grape harvest shall last to the time for sowing. And
you shall eat your bread to the full and dwell in your land se-
curely.

6 [ will give peace in the land, and you shall lie down, and
none shall make you afraid. And I will remove harmful
beasts from the land, and the sword shall not go through
your land.

7 You shall chase your enemies, and they shall fall before
you by the sword.

8 Five of you shall chase a hundred, and a hundred of you
shall chase ten thousand, and your enemies shall fall before
you by the sword.

2 [ will turn to you and make you fruitful and multiply you
and will confirm my covenant with you.

10 You shall eat old store long kept, and you shall clear out
the old to make way for the new.

11 T will make my dwelling among you, and my soul shall
notabhor you.

12 And [ will walk among you and will be your God, and you
shall be my people.

13 T am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the
land of Egypt, that you should not be their slaves. And I have
broken the bars of your yoke and made you walk erect.

s 202
I2171 26:1-2= KIZ7HK| THE S
Z Yol sHMS N JIX|2 Q9%
St=0l, 1M 71Kz 2L

Leviticus 26:1-2 summarizes
the core of the “Code of Holi-
ness” covered so far in three
ways. What are those three?

oz
1

SHLIEO| ‘a2t A
H(3%) FAZICIY O
7HR 52 AL
(4-5%, 6-10%, 11-13%)
What are the three blessings
that God has promised to give
“if you obey the statutes and
commandments” (26:3)?
(26:4-5,6-10, 11-13)
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Leviticus 26:1-2 depicts which rules Israel must follow most thor—
oughly. In summary, one is to “make no idols” and the other is to “keep
the Sabbath and fear the sanctuary.” The word “fear” here means “to
serve with all your heart.” (It is not simply to keep the sanctuary.) God
wanted Israel to keep their faith by not making idols and to grow Israel’'s
faith through the Sabbath and the sanctuary.

He then commands them to choose one of the “two ways of going.”
“Three blessings” (promise) and “five curses” (warning) lie before them.
Those three blessings are “abundant fruit” (26:4-5), “peace” (26:6-10),
and “spiritual blessing” (26:11-13). Israel's abundance and prosperity,
well-being and peace do not come from anything else. It comes only
from obedience to God’s Word. It comes when they build the founda—
tion of their lives on the Word of God.

On the other hand, what was the reason for Israel’s defeat and the
painful experiences of captivity? Because they despised and did not

keep the Word of God. In the end, whether Israel was blessed or not

= = o|=
W 2|of MAXLE P2t 7|E depended on what they did. Therefore, we, too, should watch our
e nsle el steps diligently. If we walk according to the Word of God (26:3), God

HEMOASIINDZ2| 15| ZME(FL) will walk among us (26:12). If we go in the opposite direction of God’s
H2UEslolns| QUL Word (26:21, 23, 27, 40), God will also go in the opposite direction from
2UQ| MIALZ 93t 7| us. (26:24, 28, 41)
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Reading Insight

If Leviticus 26 is God’s promise to Israel, Leviticus 27 is Israel’'s
promise to God. The text is about a “gift” which a person of God
sets aside from what he has to offer to God. Israel’s offerings
included “voluntarily” (3-25) and “compulsory” offering (26-33).

J3 Hymn9 Heaven Is Full of Your Glory

Meditation « Leviticus 27:26-33 ReadingPlan - Leviticus 27

26 “Buta firstborn of animals, which as a firstborn belongs to
the LORD, no man may dedicate; whether ox or sheep, it is
the LORD’s.

27 And if it is an unclean animal, then he shall buy it back at
the valuation, and add a fifth to it; or, if it is not redeemed, it
shall be sold at the valuation.

28 “But no devoted thing that a man devotes to the LORD, of
anything that he has, whether man or beast, or of his inher-
ited field, shall be sold or redeemed; every devoted thing is
most holy to the LORD.

29 No one devoted, who is to be devoted for destruction from
mankind, shall be ransomed; he shall surely be put to death.

30 “Every tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land
or of the fruit of the trees, is the LORD’s; it is holy to the
LORD.

31]fa man wishes to redeem some of his tithe, he shall add a
fifth to it.

32 And every tithe of herds and flocks, every tenth animal of
all that pass under the herdsman’s staff, shall be holy to the
LORD.

33 One shall not differentiate between good or bad, neither
shall he make a substitute for it; and if he does substitute for
it, then both it and the substitute shall be holy; it shall not be
redeemed.”

H RSP 3 —25’“)

What are “things they can of-
fer in the form of a vow?” In
other words, what can they
voluntarily offer? (27:3-25)

‘2af SILIEC| K22 FofE A
(9)=x0o 2 =0} 8t 2y of™
WE0|USLIIR (26-33%)
What were the “things that
were originally set for God’s
share” (things that were oblig—
atory to give to God)?
(27:26-33)
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Consecration Is Not Based on More or Less, but Rather on “Maturity”

HMIAPE S| Het2 ARHE0| XH2dst0] HER|2{ 1 ot A, 7t5, &, B)
9| 242 AlLtots ARJLICE 0| 2f 2k 0H7 1A SHETR? Ol +7t
O MMS 22lot RAIE ARIT[Y 5hi= 4t 2+20] UFLICE
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otLfEY] Q= AT T0| HF0IS0l= | AKX YELCE. T SHLtE
9| da= ofLiHo| HHS0] RAX| 1 SUoHT, HSof{0F etttz AS 7t
EXHLC

222 E DE ARO0| YR MO R FHG0, SHHHM E2{0F & RS
T USE Mot QUELICE TS A A7I(26-27R)2t ‘SHLIEM O
HEZ! £24'(28-29%), 12|11 ‘HUX'(30-33%)= ‘L 24'0] OFLI2, ‘St
=2l 2021 7I=FLCE

OfZI0t0|S2 AP7| At FO| 2= & TEoHK| RELICEL 224M Fo A
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The role of the priest is to calculate the value of what people are will-
ing to offer (livestock, houses, land). But why put a price on it? It has to
do with “Who will administer and maintain the temple?”

God instructs the people to go to the priests to ascertain “how much
to give.” It was not done as a tax collected when giving a gift (offering),
but was so that it could be given “according to the circumstances of
the vower” (27:8), God’s intention is never to reap much. However, God
teaches that God’s sanctuary must be protected, supported, and pro-
tected by God'’s people.

The text also tells us that there are things that everyone has to set
aside and give to God: “the firstborn of the beast” (27:26-27), “any-
thing specially set apart for the Lord” (27:28-29), and “tithe” (27:30-
33). Those are not “mine,” but “belong to God.”

Young children can't tell the difference between their own and oth-
ers.’ So, even if something belongs to someone else, if they like it, they
insist on owning it. Then, as they grow up, they begin to differentiate
between their own and others.” This seems to be the case with faith as
well. If we claim that God’s things are ours, we are still immature in
faith. Through this, God wants us to become mature believers who ac—
knowledge the things of God.
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$ 1 for every day, we are planting the church of Jesus Christ!

| 2|7§& 2F Nehemiah Project-Church Planting Movement

=
L3iojok$ 1 2F Mission Fund #IAIOIE https://go.missionfund.org/kumenehemiah
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1.3])E A3 YTk We plant a church at a time
o) S 8| T We prepare for future
sPAA| A o]1TAIY Tl God is leading our way

O| S22 Online Giving

2atol

o8tEt $ 10, $ 20, $ 30, $ 50 per month 0SIER $ 1 perday 0EHEF $ 30 per month

of2{22| 1= 132 stltzzalw S| WS HlsH ARSEILICE

-0
Your $ 1 offering will be used for church planting projects of Korean United Methodist Churches

Agiza|ms|o| n|ziE ZEH|Sks Lol ALSELICE
Your offering will support for future of The United Methodist Church.
o H0{3|= English speaking congregation

o CIQIZAIA Multi-ethnic ministry
J

® S5t02|Z% Korean speaking congregation
o XIM|CHS|Z Next generation ministry

Lsl|ojo} 252l wEHE Aljoll oA EoiEt + USNK?

How can we participate into church planting projects for Nehemiah project?

o 71H0f|A £HH| ERILICE, Youmay give as afamily.
o XS} | of e ERILICE, You may share with your children,
o MEFIER SAZEHL|LCE. You would give with your credit card.
+ Lal|0jo} 2SS Sall, HlatM|7 [R2 QLS = USLICE
This gift can be listed as a tax—deductible gift for your tax report.
Mission Fund 2Atol= hitps://go.missionfund.org/kumcnehemiah
LSO F HILJA! &5 QEL|C} Check payable to Nehemiah Project
3|E MI$= Lalln|oF 2525 Nehemiah Project
P O Box 5553 Englewood NJ 07631 / Email contact : kumcdevotion@gmail.com
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The First Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Leviticus 4:1-12

Sin offering,
what kind of sacrifice is it?

)

Let us Sing of His Love
There is a Fountain Filled With Blood
Father, | Stretch My Hands to Thee

m Opening Discussion

The sin offering is based on the premise that “everyone is a sinner before God” (no
one s free from sin). What are your thoughts on this? If you agree, explain why, and if
you disagree, state why.

m Understanding today’s passage

The “sin offering” served two functions. One was to atone for the sins of sinners,
and the other was to purify the sanctuary. According to the ordinances in the scrip—
ture following today’s passage, the priests and the whole Israelite community shall
give their bulls without blemish, the elders shall give their goats without blemish,
the members of the community shall give their offerings with unblemished goats or
female lambs, and the poor shall give a tenth of an ephah of fine flour as offering to
God. What does this mean? No one is free from the “problem of sin.” In this regard,
the “sin offering” was a sacrifice that reminded Israelites they always needed for-
giveness. The “sin offering” was also a sacrifice that “throws away one’s sins” out
of the camp. At the end of the ceremony of presenting the “sin offering,” the priest
places the fat from the intestines of the sacrifice on the altar of burnt offering and
burns it. Then they take some of the remaining sacrifice out of the camp and burn
them all on the ash heap. This final burning means that even the last trace of sin must
be eliminated.

If the first meaning of the “sin offering” was that “we are all sinners before God,” the
other side of that is “God wants us to be set free from our sins.” God'’s people have
the laws that they ultimately need to keep and follow. Itis the Word of God. The Bible
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Small Group Discussion Guides for January

views failure to live according to the Word very seriously and significantly, because
sin not only causes God's wrath, and breaks the relationship with God, but also de-
files the sanctuary where God dwells. But a holy God cannot be in an unclean set-
ting. So, He cleansed the sanctuary through “sin offering” so that God could dwell
among his people. Through this, the relationship with God was restored.

As people of God, we are a people who live by the Word of God. This is where we
differ from the world. It means that we have “God’s law” that they do not have.
Through worship, we need to repent that we did not live according to the Word. Then
our broken and shattered relationship with God is restored and we return to the Word
of God again.

m Into the Word

1. Inwhat cases is the sin offering offered? (4:1-2, 5:1-6)

2.How is the sin offering different from other offerings? (4:5-7, 11-12)

m Into our life

1. Inwhat part of my life am | not living according to God's Word today?

2.Today we no longer offer sacrifices. This is because the way of eternal forgiveness
of sins has been opened through Christ’s crucifixion in the New Testament era.
How do | understand and accept this?

m Memory Verse Ephesians1:7

“In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses,
according to the riches of his grace”

[ Sharing with your children

During the past week, was there anything God has told you “to do” that you haven’t
done? Did you do anything God told you not to do?
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The Second Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Leviticus 9:6-14

To experience the presence

and glory of God
o

O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee
‘Are Ye Able,” Said the Master
Take My Life, and Let It Be

m Opening Discussion

\What are my top priorities these days?

m Understanding today’s passage

After three stages of the “cleansing ceremony” — “clothing with robes” = “anointing
with oil” are completed, the “sin offering” and “burnt offering” are offered, and the
‘commissioning sacrifice” is offered to complete the commissioning ceremony.
After a seven—day long commissioning ceremony of being appointed as a priest, on
the eighth day, the priest offers the “first sacrifice” in a festive atmosphere. Imagine
the hearts of the priests who have just been commissioned and are offering the first
sacrifice. How excited and nervous they may have been!

God told Aaron, who presided over the first sacrifice: “Go to the altar and offer your
sin offering and your burnt offering to make atonement for yourselves and for the
people and offer your people’s offerings to make atonement for them, as the LORD
has commanded” (9:7). Sacrifice for Israel began with “The Priest’s Sacrifice.” The
Priest’s Sacrifice began with the “Atonement Sacrifice” to resolve the problem of sin.
This meant that the priest must first examine himself and prepare himself. Then, a “burnt
offering” was offered as a thanksgiving offering, again so that the priest might give
thanks before he advises the congregation to give thanksgiving offering to God.

As worshipers, we often miss our “priorities”. While concentrating on the “ministry”
(minister, teacher, choir) entrusted to me, | forget what | need to do first. But isn’t
reflecting on ourselves as a worshiper (repentance) and offering our “thanks” to God
more important than our “work”? Our ministry should be in addition to this “repentance”
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Small Group Discussion Guides for January

and “gratefulness” (complete worship). “This is what the Lord has commanded you
to do, and the glory of the Lord will be revealed to you” (9:6). When we do what God
has told us to do, we will also see the glory of God. On the other hand, if we procras-
tinate when God tells us to do something, we will not be able to see the glory of God.
From now on, | hope that we can all see the glory of God in the field of our respective
ministry through “acceptable sacrifice.”

m Into the Word
1. What did Moses tell Aaron and the Israelites to prepare to experience the pres-

ence and glory of God? (9:1-4)

2 What kind of sacrifice did God tell Aaron to offer upon completion of the commis—
sioning ceremony? (9:7)

m Into our life

1. How should my priorities be realigned today? (Apply what you learned today to
your own life.)

2.What do you think you need to train (prepare) today to experience the glory and
presence of God?

m Memory Verse Leviticus 9:7

“Then Moses said to Aaron, “Draw near to the altar and offer your sin offering and
your burnt offering and make atonement for yourself and for the people, and bring
the offering of the people and make atonement for them, as the LORD has com-
manded.”

m Sharing with your children

\What do I need the most right now to encounter God?



The Third Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Leviticus 17:1-9

Israel’s Road to Holiness

)

Heaven is Full of Your Glory
Praise Him, Praise Him
All to Jesus | Surrender

m Opening Discussion

What does “worship” mean to you? What kind of “worshiper” do you think you are?

m Understanding today’s passage

God says to Israel, “Be holy, for | am holy.” What kind of life was the “holy life” that
God expected of Israel? As a conclusion, the last paragraph of Leviticus says, “Achieve
holiness in all areas of your life.” In fact, even pagans have norms that they must not
steal or deceive others. They also forbid lying, slander, or unreasonable accusations.
They also teach that they should love each other and help each other. Therefore, you
should not mistake yourself as being a “true believer” just because you live within
rules. Just this “form of godliness” in your life does not guarantee you to be a “true
believer.”

Then, what did God, who had said, “achieve holiness in all areas of life,” demand of
Israel? Israel’s road to holiness, the first of which was that “all sacrifices must be
offered in the appointed place.” | thought God was going to say something great, but
God said, “Take the (sacrifice) to the entrance of the tent of meeting and present it as
agiftin front of the tabernacle of the Lord.” Itis about slaughtering livestock “according
to the procedure established by God” in the “place ordained by God.” Animals are to
be slaughtered only at the “entrance of the tent of meeting,” and sacrifices are to be
offered only at the “tent of meeting.” In other words, “worship should be held ina set
place and according to a set ceremony.” It was like “Do not worship in your own way.”
Itis because our holiness begins with “worship.”

The worship we speak of today is derived from the Old Testament “sacrifice.” A “sacrificial
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offering” is a sacrifice in which an animal is slaughtered, its blood is sprinkled on the
altar, the oil is burned and offered to God, and the sacrificed meat is shared with the
worshipers. Old Testament worship involved sacrifice. In a busy life where you don't
have time to spare, making time for yourself may seem like a sacrifice. However,
just as a [sacrifice without worship] cannot be a right sacrifice, a worship without
sacrifice cannot be a right worship. What kind of sacrifice is contained in the worship
you offer today? Today, | hope that you will achieve holiness in “all areas of your life”
through “worship.” For God’s people, holiness is notan “option” but a “requirement.”

m Into the Word

1 Who were the people who needed to go to “the entrance of the tent of meeting”
in the passage? (17:2-3, 8)

2.The phrases like “They led it to the entrance of the tent of meeting-” or “Bring it
to the entrance of the tent of meeting:--” are repeated over and over. Why do you
think God puts such emphasis on “the entrance of the tent of meeting?”

m Into our life

1. God emphasizes that we worship “at a set time, at a set place, and according to a
setprocedure.” Inlight of today’s Word, what is lacking in your worship?

2. For “fullworship” what do | need to sacrifice today?

m Memory Verse Leviticus17:4

“and does not bring it to the entrance of the tent of meeting to offer it as a gift to the
LORD in front of the tabernacle of the LORD, bloodguilt shall be imputed to that man.
He has shed blood, and that man shall be cut off from among his people.”

m Sharing with your children

God tells us that worship is important to live a holy life. Why is “worship” important?
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The Fourth Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Leviticus 19:3-10

Add holiness to grace

)

Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty
Take Time to be Holy
In His time

m Opening Discussion

When you hear the word “holy,” what is the first thing that comes to mind? What do
you think “holiness™ means?

m Understanding today’s passage

The “holy life” that Leviticus conveys is completed outside the church. In other
words, our “holiness” begins “before God™ and is completed “in the world.” Today’s
text summarizes “life in the presence of God” into three broad categories.

The first is to honor your parents and observe Sabbaths (19:3). “Holiness” in daily life
must first begin at home. The Bible uses the same word for “fear” when it says “fear
God” and “fear your parents.” This also means that when children interact with their
parents, they should “treat them as they would treat God.” This shows how import-
ant “filial piety” is in maintaining our “holiness.” Hebrews also realized that “busyness”
hindered their spiritual growth. So, they kept emphasizing the importance of “rest.”
There is no spiritual benefit from “fast speed” anda “busy life.”

The second is “a life that does not make idols.” (19:4) “Do not make idols” means “Do
not lean on any man or god.” People who have many things they can rely on never
cling to one thing. If you say, ‘I believe in God” and are connected to other things
(whether people or gods) that have nothing to do with God, then you have an “idol.”
The third is “a life of fellowship and sharing” (19:5-8). The “peace offering” is a sacri-
fice that ends with the person offering the gift sharing a meal together in front of the
altar. The fact that the “reconciliation offering” was one of the main sacrifices in Isra-
el indicates that fellowship and sharing in the worshiping community were important
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in maintaining “holiness.” The Israelite sacrifices/worship ended with “‘communion
and sharing,” not with a benediction. Now, we need to make sure that “holiness” is
reflected in our “fellowship and sharing.”

“Be holy, because |, the LORD your God, am holy” (19:2). God tells us today that we
must be holy. This was not a “request”, but a “‘command.” “Holiness before God” is
reverence that begins at “home” (19:3-4) and “temple” (19:5-8) and “workplace”
(19:9-10). Now, let's add piety in our daily life to reflect the grace of salvation we
have received.

m Into the Word
1. In the text, God repeatedly says, ‘| am (your God) Jehovah.” Why do you think this
is said repeatedly? (19:3, 4,10, 12, 14, 16, 18)

2.The holy life addressed in Leviticus 19is largely divided into “before God” (19:3-10)
and “in the world” (19:11-18). What does this verse mean to you?

m Into our life
1. Where is the main “place where the holy life is realized” (the field where the holy

life is practiced) for you?

2.What do you think you should do in your “home”, “church” and “workplace” to
maintain “holiness” in your daily life?

m Memory Verse Leviticus 19:2

“Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel and say to them, You shall be
holy, for I the LORD your God am holy.”

[ Sharing with your children
God says, “lam the LORD your God.” Who is God to you?
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OF THE MONTH

Advance: # 3021957

Country : Tanzania

Serving At : Next Generation Ministries
Home Country : South Korea, Asia and Pacific

Kim, Young Seon

The Rev. Young Seon (Christina) Kim is a missionary with the General
Board of Global Ministries of The United Methodist Church serving as
director of the Next Generation Ministries of the church in Tanzania,
based in Dar es Salaam.

Next Generation is an effort to recruit and equip young leadership for
ministry and mission in a country with a youthful population and where
United Methodists shows promise of extensive growth. In 2014, Tanzania
was a provisional annual conference, with plans to become a full annual
(regional) conference as soon as possible within the North Katanga
Episcopal Area, centered in the Democratic Republic of Congo. The first
United Methodist missionaries in Tanzania came from DR Congo.

Objectives of Rev. Kim’s work include the preparation of pastors and
lay leaders with skills in relating to young people and analysis of the
youth ministries presently underway in each of the church’s districts.
Tanzania is a country of some 50 million people of diverse religions,
including Christianity, Islam, and traditional African faiths.

Rev. Kim, a native of South Korea, is a clergy member of the Northern
Illinois Annual Conference, ordained an elder in 1999. She received
her theological education at Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary,
Evanston, Illinois, graduating in 1997 with a Master of Divinity degree.



She earlier earned a Master of Arts degree in TESOL (Teachers of English
to Speakers of Other Languages) from Southern Illinois University
in Carbondale, and a Bachelor of Arts degree in English at Dongguk
University, Seoul, Korea.

Rev. Kim is the first Christian in her family and has led other family
members into the church. Her introduction to Jesus and Christian faith
came in vacation Bible school when she was eight years old. At age 18,
she made a commitment to missionary service. “I said to God, ‘Yes, I will
go wherever you want me to go and I will do whatever you ask me to do.”

In 1992, Young Seon came to the Southern Illinois University to study
English and prepare for missionary service. The Rev. In-Sook Hwang
of the Carbondale Korean United Methodist Church encouraged her
to attend seminary and while there she experienced a call to seek
ordination. Her first appointment was as associate pastor of South
Suburban Korean United Methodist Church in the Chicago area, where
she worked especially with English-speaking second-generation Korean
Americans and also non-Korean members of the congregation. She
also served several other churches in the Northern Illinois Conference,
including Pioneer United Methodist Church in Park Ridge and Cherry
Valley United Methodist in Cherry Valley. She also served the Manna
Church of the Korean Methodist Church in Korea.

Young Seon says that she never lost her “heart’s desire to do overseas
mission.” In 2011, she attended a youth conference in Kenya and felt a
strong pull to service in Africa. Back home in Illinois, her bishop referred
her to Global Ministries. While the process of missionary service
application and acceptance was taking place, she went to Tanzania to
teach English and to learn Swahili. She thanks God that she is back in
Tanzania today.

“The way God has been guiding my steps in amazing,” says Young
Seon. “The love God has been pouring out upon my heart is beyond my
imagination.”

Contact Information : ykim@umcmission.org
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