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Dear Lord 5=,
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sitting before you <= ko] Qto}
eating your Word '3 9] ¥4 9111
praying to you, =g 7 o} ==

will have a fellowship with you.
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Could you not watch with me one hour?
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Reading Insight

Noah, who worshipped God with bumed offerings, was blessed |
by God to be fruitful and increase in number. God made a cov— |

s 402
BILHEMA] 341 221219 o]0
H AnsH A2 [oeirte?
(3-43)

What was the food given by
God and the accompanying
warning? (9:3-4)

flood and as proof showed the rainbow in the cloud. Noah was
drunk with wine and fell asleep and his naked body was ex-
posed to his son, Ham, whom Noah cursed to be slaves of his
brothers.
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7 Hymn 393 Great is Thy Faithfulness
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22 And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his Please meditate deeply on the -
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their shoulders, and walked backward and covered the na- o
kedness of their father. Their faces were furned backward, SISCE BER9 =

and they did not see their father’s nakedness.
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L Today is the first day of 2022. The pandemic which began in 2020
changed our lifestyle but the first day of the new year still brings us
CIA new expectations and hope. We expect a better future than the
e t 7IE one Prayer past and make wishes like the end of the pandemic coming soon,
:'?_‘—Afol' g H‘\:'* 2 E H good health for family members, good conditions at children’s

schools, good financial conditions for family, etc. | can guess that
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EEIE 20 you all have your own expectations and hopes for the new year. Did
A|x.|0|,E ?EB% ;QL“:l. God also have His own expectations and hopes as He created the

world with His “Word"?

God's Word by itself is the promise and the command that would
be fulfiled with certainty. Therefore, the expectations and hopes of
- - God, that is, “His providence, will, and plan,” would clearly be dif-
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© 3[et AIHXIE 28t 71 ferent from those of humans. On the first day of the new year, we

may have a myriad of our own expectations and hopes, but as be-
Prayer for ChUrCheS lievers we must first seek and find the expectations and hopes of
& Pastors our Lord - “His providence, will and plan” - because our faith is
_ built on Genesis 1:1. Unless we seek and find the expectations and
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ﬂil%% _?__ 6” 7 |E%|:|H-| |:|. Ch world,” our faith will emlly be shaken. | pray that we begin tlha
new year today by seeking hope in the new year based on our faith
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Reading Insight

Chapter Three contains the story of John the Baptist who pre—
pared people to meet Jesus. In Chapter Four, Jesus who came
to save the world is tempted. Through his experience of being
tempted, Jesus shows us how we can overcome temptations
in our life through God’s Word. Jesus also calls people to be
fishers of men and invites them to the work of salvation as his
disciples.

3 Hymn88 | Have Found a Friend in Jesus

Reading Plan - VATt hew 3*4

1 In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wil-
derness of Judea,

2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

3 For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah
when he said, “The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.””

4Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt
around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey.

5 Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the
Jordan were going out to him,

6 and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confess-
ing their sins.

7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees
coming to his baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vi-
pers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?

@ Bear fruit in keeping with repentance.

2 And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abra-
ham as our father,” for I tell you, God is able from these
stones to raise up children for Abraham.

10 Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every
tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and
thrown into the fire.

11 “T baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is
coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not
worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and
fire.

12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his
threshing floor and gather his wheat into the barn, but the
chaffhe will burn with unquenchable fire.”
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What message did John the
Baptist preach in the Judean
wilderness? (v. 2)
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When the Sadducees and Phar-
isees came to where John was
baptizing, what fruit were they
told to bear in their life? (v. 8)
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Matthew tells the story of what must be fulfilled in Jesus. The
message that John the Baptist is preaching, “Repent, for the king-
dom of heaven has come near,” is a message that all people must
hear. Many people came out, repented of their sins, and were bap—
tized. But there is also another message in this story, which is a
message of judgment. To the Pharisees and Sadducees, John the
Baptist cried out “You brood of vipers!” Which voice do you hear as
you begin the month of December? As people who have become
children of God through baptism, would you say that you are living
your life differently from those who are called the “brood of vipers?”
Preparing the way in the wilderness is not about ourselves creating
a new path but is more about living our life following Jesus, who is
the Way. In a world that seems like a wilderness with no clear path,
it is important to follow Jesus. Therefore, we need to listen to the
crying voices in the wilderness.

Hear! O Israell God told the people of Israel countless times. But
people refused to listen to God, so God sent Jesus and is now ask—
ing us to follow Jesus. As we wait for the coming of the Lord in this
season of Advent, it is my prayer that we will get ready to follow
Jesus. Even when life seems like passing through a wilderness,
may we live each day hearing and following the voice of the Lord.
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Reading Insight

Jesus is one who teaches. Jesus blesses those who are poor in
spirit, meek and in mourning. But more than that, Jesus teaches
us what it means for us to live a blessed and happy life. Through
this teaching, Jesus shows us a specific way that God seeks to
redeem our world.

3 Hymn199 There Is a Dear and Precious Book

Reading Plan * Matthew 5

1 Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when
he sat down, his disciples came to him.

2 And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying:

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.

4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comfort-
ed.

5“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.

6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteous-
ness, for they shall be satisfied.

7“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.
8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.

9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons
of God.

10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’
sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

11 “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute
you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my ac-
count.

12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven,
for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
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What blessing is promised to

those who are pure in heart?
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those who are persecuted for
the ways of God? (vv. 10,12)
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Sometimes, we want to turn the world upside down because there
are many things that need to drastically change. But when we think
about how we can bring about needed change, we struggle knowing
where to begin. Many of us also wonder if what we do will ever be
enough to bring the needed change. So we may give up on the idea
of turning the world upside down.

In judo, there is a technique of flipping over the opponent. Although
| have never tried judo myself, | have seen in many judo matches
where a person who had little chance of winning accomplish a sur-
prising win over the opponent who seems stronger and bigger. In the
match, the person who seems overpowered cautiously waits for the
right opportunity and, when he or she gets the opportunity, they put
the technique to work and flip the opponent for a decisive victory.

Today's message is a message of reversal because it talks about
people who don't seem to measure up in the standards of the world
but are promised to receive the blessing of the kingdom of heaven,
receive comfort, inherit the earth, and be filled. When the world
seems to be heading in the wrong direction, it is important for us to
stay vigilant and look for an opportunity to change things around. Je-
sus tells us that we should rejoice and be happy because there is a
great prize prepared for believers and that we will live a truly happy
life in this world. We as believers have the calling to turn this world
around. Let us remember that Jesus is coming to this world, not to
give up on this world, but save this world and live a life of hope.
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Reading Insight

The prayer that the Lord taught makes us examine the focus of
our life in this world, which is establishing God’s kingdom here
on earth. Prayer is indispensable to realizing God’s kingdom
on earth. The Lord’s Prayer teaches what it means for God’s
people to seek God's kingdom and God's righteousness in this
world through praise and prayer.

4 Hymn365 Are You Weary

Reading Plan + Matthew 6

5 “And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites.
For they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the
street corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, I say to
you, they have received their reward.

6 But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door
and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father
who sees in secret will reward you.

7 “And when you pray, do not heap up empty phrases as the
Gentiles do, for they think that they will be heard for their
many words.

2 Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need
before you ask him.

9 Pray then like this: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be
your name.

10 Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven.

11 Give us this day our daily bread,

12 and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our
debtors.

13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

14 For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly
Father will also forgive you,

15 but if you do not forgive others their trespasses, neither
will your Father forgive your trespasses.
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How should one pray?

(w. 5-6, 7-8)

2|7t 8MolH LiEtLt= Ait=
FATIR? (147H)

What happens when we for-
give others? (v. 14)
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Reverend Hyung Kook Kim says the following in his book entitled,
“The Lost Lord’s Prayer of the Korean Church.” At the core of the
Sermon on the Mount is the Lord’s Prayer. Before and after the
Lord’s Prayer, we find a teaching on hypocrites’ prayer and forgive—
ness. Before and after the teaching on the prayer, we find a teach-
ing on giving to the needy and fasting. As a whole, these teachings
together describe a life of faith, which is sandwiched by a new way
of life for Christians. Ultimately, these teachings show us the true
identity of believers and the fruit that all believers must bear. At the
very heart of the Sermon on the Mount, we find the Lord’s Prayer.

When we remove chicken from a chicken sandwich or remove
ham from a ham sandwich, it is no longer a chicken sandwich or a
ham sandwich. Similarly, the life of faith, especially prayer, and
specifically the Lord’s Prayer, make up the heart of the sandwich
called “the Kingdom of God.” If we were to remove them, then we
have removed the most important part from the Kingdom of God.

A person of prayer is one who has a clear understanding of the
person to whom one is praying. That person is also one who con-
tinues to seek the Kingdom of God in one’s life. | pray that you will
live a life of prayer as you wait for the coming of the Lord. When
prayer is at the very heart of our life, we will live our life experienc—
ing the Kingdom of God here on earth as it is in heaven.
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Reading Insight

Matthew 7 is a collection of simple rules of action. But the
guideline for discernment is to follow the will of God. It asks
for fruitfulness when acting according to the Word of God. It
teaches us of life that will withstand storms.

/4 Hymn204 Those Who Hear and Do the Word

Reading Plan * Matthew 7

21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,” will enter
the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my
Father who is in heaven.

22 On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not
prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name,
and do many mighty works in your name?’

23 And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart
from me, you workers of lawlessness.’

24 “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does
them will be like a wise man who built his house on the rock.

25 And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew
and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been
founded on the rock.

26 And everyone who hears these words of mine and does
not do them will be like a foolish man who built his house on
the sand.

27 And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew
and beat against that house, and it fell, and great was the fall
ofit.”

28 And when Jesus finished these sayings, the crowds were
astonished at his teaching,

29 for he was teaching them as one who had authority, and
not as their scribes.
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Who does the Bible say may
enter the kingdom of God?
(v.21)
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Why was the crowd surprised
at the teachings of Jesus?

(v. 29)
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We live in a world where the news of the world overwhelms the
Word of God. There are so many books to read. We spend a good
part of the day watching YouTube. | hope we spend more time
opening the Bible and meditating than listening to today’s worldly
news or knowledge. But that is not easy because the Bible may not
be provocative or fun in many cases.

When we build new houses, people say that the most important
part is the foundation. We all know that strong basics are most im—
portant in all things. God said that the Word of God is like the cor—
nerstone. That is why we have to build our life on the Word of God.
The worldly knowledge and teachings that we consider important
are like decorations in our house. If they are in our possession,
that’s okay, but if they are not, that’s okay too. However, if we build
our house on sand rather than on the Word of God, we don’t know
when the house may fall, and no matter how beautiful the decora—
tions the house will collapse instantly when the storm comes.

| hope that the teachings of Jesus are the best teachings for our
lives and manifest themselves through our lives. The teachings of
Jesus are the best because Jesus came to this world and lived His
life according to His Word, obeyed the Word, and lived the Word.
Therefore, His teachings are living proof.
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Reading Insight

Jesus healed the lepers, the centurion’s servant, and so many
others. He fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah when “he took up our
infirmities and carried our diseases.” Then, He called His disci-
ples to help save the sinners.

3 Hymn432 With Christ as My Pilot

Reading Plan + Matthew 8

18 Now when Jesus saw a crowd around him, he gave orders
to go over to the other side.

19 And a scribe came up and said to him, “Teacher, I will fol-
low you wherever you go.”

20 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of
the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his
head.”

21 Another of the disciples said to him, “Lord, let me first go
and bury my father.”

22 And Jesus said to him, “Follow me, and leave the dead to
bury their own dead.”

23 And when he got into the boat, his disciples followed him.

24 And behold, there arose a great storm on the sea, so that
the boat was being swamped by the waves; but he was
asleep.

25 And they went and woke him, saying, “Save us, Lord; we
are perishing.”

26 And he said to them, “Why are you afraid, O you of little
faith?” Then he rose and rebuked the winds and the sea, and
there was a great calm.

27 And the men marveled, saying, “What sort of man is this,
that even winds and sea obey him?”
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Why did Jesus refuse the dis-
ciple’s request for time to bury
his dead father? (v. 22)
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How did His disciples react
when encountering the storm?
(v. 25)
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We do not fully understand the love of God. Striving towards the
immense love of God, we should live our daily lives learning and
meditating on the Word of God without pausing. When we face
death, what we remember is not the moment of death but count-
less hours of our life. That is why we need to do the best with our
lives that are given by God. | hope we live our lives discovering the
grace of God even in the midst of the storm and never give up.

Even though death may not be imminent, because we are alive,
we can think about death. The Latin expression “carpe diem” that
appeared in the movie “Dead Poets Society” means “seize the
day.” The ancient poet Horace wrote in his poem book the phrase
‘carpe diem” to encourage the citizens of Rome who were ex-
hausted and hurt due to prolonged wars of the Roman empire to
take it easy and rest because Pax Romana had arrived.

In a society full of dead Christians, how faithfully are we living in
the present? God does not force us. God helps us live in the pres—
ent as well as we can and is with us. | hope today is another day
when we hear God telling us to follow our soul. | want to obey
God’s voice with faith. The grace of God saves us even in the midst
of the storm.
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Reading Insight

Matthew 9 is a story about people of faith. It is a story of
people’s faith: a story of the faith of friends of a paralytic who
brought the patient to Jesus: a story of the faith of a woman
who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years; and a story
of the faith of two blind men. The miracles performed by the
Lord were proof that Jesus was the promised Messiah. Even
today Jesus is looking for workers of faith to harvest.

3 Hymn543 Simply Trusting Every Day

Reading Plan * Matthew 9

1 And getting into a boat he crossed over and came to his
own City.

2 And behold, some people brought to him a paralytic, lying
on a bed. And when Jesus saw their faith, he said to the para-
lytic, “Take heart, my son; your sins are forgiven.”

3 And behold, some of the scribes said to themselves, “This
manis blaspheming.”

4 But Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said, “Why do you
think evil in your hearts?

5 For which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,” or to
say, ‘Rise and walk’?

6 But that you may know that the Son of Man has authori-
ty on earth to forgive sins”--he then said to the paralytic--
“Rise, pick up your bed and go home.”

7 And he rose and went home.

8 When the crowds saw it, they were afraid, and they glori-
fied God, who had given such authority to men.
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What did Jesus see in the par—
alytic that made Him heal and
forgive his sins? (v. 2)
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What acts of faith can we do
together with our family or our
faith companions?
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Jesus healed the paralytic because Jesus saw the faith of his
friends. The paralytic had faithful friends who helped him come to
Jesus. Their faith had love toward their paralytic friend. Life is busy
taking care of our own problems, so to be concerned about the
pain of others is impossible without love.

The faith of the paralytic’s friends contained hope for their friend.
They carried their friend to Jesus because they had hope that their
paralytic friend would be healed if they brought him to Jesus. The
faith of the friends of the paralytic had the power of action. The
friends were able to come forward to Jesus because of their love,
hope, and action in faith. The faith of the friends was not like the
faith of a bystander. The crowds around Jesus were bystanders
and the bystanders could not stop the zeal of the friends. The wis—
dom of faith given by God enabled them to pierce through the roof
and creatively bring the paralytic to Jesus. Finally, the friends
showed the faith of unity. Maybe unity and teamwork are what we
need most in our generation. As Jesus sees our faith when we
come together with faith in Him believing that Jesus could and
would heal the paralytic, Jesus will heal any problem. | hope and
pray that today will be a day to live into our faith by working togeth—
er with friends in our home and in our church.
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Reading Insight

Workers are called and prepared to be ready. It is not easy to
be the envoy of a king. They are like sheep sent to the wolves
and have to carry their own crosses. They must remember the
gift they received from the Lord and should share the gifts they
received with the people around them.

3 Hymn408 | Cannot Tell Thee Whence It Came

Reading Plan -+ V] atthew 10

5 These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them, “Go no-
where among the Gentiles and enter no town of the Samari-
tans,

6but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.

7 And proclaim as you go, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven
isathand.’

@ Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, cast out de-
mons. You received without paying; give without pay.

2 Acquire no gold nor silver nor copper for your belts,

10 no bag for your journey, nor two tunics nor sandals nor a
staff, for the laborer deserves his food.

11 And whatever town or village you enter, find out who is
worthy in it and stay there until you depart.

12 As you enter the house, greet it.

13 And if the house is worthy, let your peace come upon it,
butifitis not worthy, let your peace return to you.

14 And if anyone will not receive you or listen to your words,
shake off the dust from your feet when you leave that house
or town.

15 Truly, I say to you, it will be more bearable on the day of
judgment for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah than for that
town.

16 “Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of
wolves, so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves.
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What did Jesus tell His disci-
ples to do when they visit
people’s homes? (v. 12)
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What did Jesus tell His disci—
ples to do when they were not
welcomed or treated like
sheep sent to wolves? (v. 16)
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We all have higher expectations for gifts as the year-end approaches.
“Gift” is a pleasant word to hear. What are the gifts given to us by God?
From today’s scripture we see the scenes of calling His disciples and
sending them out as His workers for harvest. | cannot but consider the
situation difficult. Jesus asked His disciples to travel lightly. If they are
fed three meals a day they could continue their tasks. What kind of
gifts were the disciples supposed to distribute to people? Looking at
what they possessed, it is difficult to find any kind of gift. Because it
was difficult to even keep enough for their own livelihood.

But all we have are the gifts of God. When we walk along Central
Park, we can enjoy a vast expanse of field. Although it is not our back-
yard, it is a magnificent gift of God. It may sound strange to a genera-
tion that only considers what we actually possess as ours, but at the
same time, what our Lord has provided me extends far beyond my
imagination. It is much bigger, much more precious, and much more
numerous.

Central Park in the middle of Manhattan is a playground for children, a
resting place for weary people, and a precious public space to enjoy
walking and meditating. It is a place for every ordinary citizen to enjoy
together. | hope you will share and keep the gift of comfort that the

HSHIXI28], 0I5 TI(IN) world cannot offer. | also hope that you are not too seriously concerned
QX |EFE|HEtZtE| 3], UUS(KS) about the reaction of people. Do not be afraid of being disliked, but
TCHES(Q} B|LE 95t 7| rather be afraid of not being able to share the comfort given by God.
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Reading Insight

John the Baptist served God faithfully, but his ministry ended
with his imprisonment. People may have thought that he failed.
However, John the Baptist was a great prophet. Jesus called
the people weary of religious life to come to Him.

3 Hymn38 Jesus We Enthrone You

Reading Plan * Matthew 11

1 When Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples,
he went on from there to teach and preach in their cities.

2 Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the
Christ, he sent word by his disciples

3 and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall
we look for another?”

4 And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear
and see:

5 the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are
cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and
the poor have good news preached to them.

6 And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.”

7 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds
concerning John: “What did you go out into the wilderness
to see? A reed shaken by the wind?

& What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft
clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’
houses.

2 What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you,
and more than a prophet.

10 This is he of whom it is written, “’Behold, I send my mes-
senger before your face, who will prepare your way before
you.’

11 Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has
arisen no one greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one who
is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.
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What did Jesus call John?

(wv. 7-10)

QA 07 ALY 2t ER
o ol~E2 O M UECE
SHAILIR? (5-6% / O|AfOF 35%)
What scripture of the Bible did
Jesus quote when answering,
“Are you the one who was to
come?” (vv. 5-6; Isaiah 35)
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King Herod’s mood was not good. The fact that John was locked
up in prison made Herod feel uncomfortable. What King Herod
feared most was the appearance of another king. What Herod
feared most was the king that would come on the holy road that
John was preparing and proclaiming. What sitting king would wel-
come another who proclaimed that he was the “king of Israel?”

What are your honest feelings during Advent while we wait for
the coming of Jesus? If you were dreaming and expecting some—
thing different, you may feel uncomfortable and uneasy as the day
approaches nearer. But if you were really waiting for Jesus, then
“Blessed is the man who does not feel uncomfortable on account
of me.” You must know that you are the truly blessed one because
we are waiting for the power of Jesus who makes the weak hands
strong and the trembling knees firm. As Thomas Wright put it,
‘John appeared to be out of his mind, and Jesus looked too plain.
We must admit that people sometimes do not understand Jesus,
and he must have come forward and would have repeated the
same story again and again. Sometimes we may be the same.” Our
lives may be repetitive, but | pray that we can live following the
same repeated truth.
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Reading Insight

The religious leaders were looking for an opportunity to attack
Jesus. Though they were able to observe the true sabbath they
could not see it because of pressure under the laws. Let us see
if we practice mercy as the Lord of the Sabbath Jesus com-
mands us.

3 Hymn15 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

Reading Plan * Matthew 12

1 At that time Jesus went through the grainfields on the Sab-
bath. His disciples were hungry, and they began to pluck
heads of grain and to eat.

2 But when the Pharisees saw it, they said to him, “Look,
your disciples are doing what is not lawful to do on the Sab-
bath.”

3 He said to them, “Have you not read what David did when
he was hungry, and those who were with him:

4 how he entered the house of God and ate the bread of the
Presence, which it was not lawful for him to eat nor for those
who were with him, but only for the priests?

5 Or have you not read in the Law how on the Sabbath the
priests in the temple profane the Sabbath and are guiltless?

6] tell you, something greater than the temple is here.

7 And if you had known what this means, ‘I desire mercy,
and not sacrifice,” you would not have condemned the guilt-
less.

8Forthe Son of Man is lord of the Sabbath.”
2He went on from there and entered their synagogue.

10 And a man was there with a withered hand. And they
asked him, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?”’--so that
they might accuse him.

11 He said to them, “Which one of you who has a sheep, if it
falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will not take hold of it and lift
itout?

12 Of how much more value is a man than a sheep! So it is
lawful to do good on the Sabbath.”

13 Then he said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” And the
man stretched it out, and it was restored, healthy like the oth-
er.
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Who did Jesus say was the
Lord of the Sabbath? (v. 8)

“orAlaly He UX|=H &Y
TR"eE R0 dEHAME H
2t EoRAILER? (11-12E)
What was Jesus’ answer to
this question, “Is it lawful to
heal on Sabbath?” (vv. 11-12)
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Sometimes we stumble in our lives. Someone says, “You fell be-
cause of this and that, why did you rush, next time do this and that,”
analyzes the situation, passes judgment, and tries to offer advice but
all of these are of no use. Sometimes, a genuine expression of “Are
you OK?” would suffice.

Rules are important but sometimes we ask who the rules were
made for and in what context they were made. Today’s scripture
mentioned what happened at the grainfields where His disciples
picked some heads of grain and ate them because they were hungry,
and Jesus pointed out what happened at the house of God. There
was a man with a shriveled hand. They asked again, “Is it lawful to
heal on the Sabbath?” Questions usually contain the intent and the
mindset of the questioner. The question asked of Jesus was not in—
terested in the welfare of the person to be healed. Its sole intent was
to trap Jesus. Jesus proclaimed that “People are most dear. People
are important.” As written in today’s scripture, “How much more
valuable is a man than a sheep.”

Maybe even at this moment, the main interest of the disciples was
“How would | answer the Pharisee’s question? What is correct?” On
the other hand, Jesus’ interest lay elsewhere. | hope today is another

_ ) i day for you to love others first while you place your interest in the will
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Reading Insight

Through the stories of Jesus, God explains how He works in
this world. But then why use parables? The word “parable”
means “throw sideways” and it is a derivative of a Greek word.
In order to open our minds, eyes, and ears to truth, God tells us
how heavenly stories play out on earth.

4 Hymn366 Open My Eyes, That | May See

Reading Plan+ V! atthew 1 3

117 And he answered them, “To you it has been given to know
the secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not
been given.

12 For to the one who has, more will be given, and he will
have an abundance, but from the one who has not, even what
he has will be taken away.

13 This is why I speak to them in parables, because seeing
they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they un-
derstand.

141ndeed, in their case the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled that
says: “"You will indeed hear but never understand, and you
will indeed see but never perceive.

15 For this people’s heart has grown dull, and with their ears
they can barely hear, and their eyes they have closed, lest
they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears and
understand with their heart and turn, and I would heal them.’

16 But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for
they hear.

17 For truly, I say to you, many prophets and righteous peo-
ple longed to see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear
what you hear, and did not hear it.

ot oz

HXE0] EAX0| o o2 0]
07|12 L&l EMa?
(11-15%)

As His disciples asked, why
did Jesus speak to people in
parables? (vv. 11-15)

ol
Jp

01 AIZH0] 0[0F7|Z THE = =0]
U= AlUTQ? (16%)

Who is blessed to understand
parables? (v. 16)
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In this generation where we hear only loud voices and believe only
what we see with our own eyes, | wish we could understand each
other’s thoughts and hear Jesus’ parables. Jesus speaks to us in par-
ables. Jesus speaks to us in the parable about a seedling to tell us
how we can apply heavenly meaning to this earth. The listener should
practice this mindset here on earth. Who are the people with a good
mindset? | am sure you can find someone around you that can be
described as a good person. Upon careful observation, that person is
not without their own thoughts or discernment, but must also be one
who listens carefully and cares for others’ thoughts well.

Rather than separate the day and the night, and rather than sepa—
rate the sky and the land, we must try to make sure that our eyes and
ears are not blocked so that we can see and hear the will of heaven
done on earth as it is in heaven. | hope that we do not lose our ability
to see the light hidden behind the dark.

The parable of the mustard seed tells us why we must not stop
planting seeds. Though the power of darkness appears to be strong
in this world and many more dark voices appear to be heard, a very
small mustard seed is still growing somewhere even now. And when
it grows, it grows so large that the birds of the air will perch in its
shade. Even the eagles will build a nest. We also must hear and see
things with truth and must join the ministry to expand the territory of
the kingdom of God as if soaring on strong eagles” wings.
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Reading Insight

The disciples of John the Baptist were sad and despaired at his
death. The disciples told Jesus the news. The disciples brought
five loaves of bread and two fish to Jesus to feed the crowd of
five thousand people. When Peter saw Jesus he was able to
walk on the water.

/3 Hymn565 If | Come to Jesus

Reading Plan- VA1t hew 14

13 Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in
a boat to a desolate place by himself. But when the crowds
heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns.

14 When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had
compassion on them and healed their sick.

15 Now when it was evening, the disciples came to him and
said, “This is a desolate place, and the day is now over; send
the crowds away to go into the villages and buy food for
themselves.”

16 But Jesus said, “They need not go away; you give them
something to eat.”

17 They said to him, “We have only five loaves here and two
fish.”

18 And he said, “Bring them here to me.”

19 Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass, and
taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heav-
en and said a blessing. Then he broke the loaves and gave
them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the
crowds.

20 And they all ate and were satisfied. And they took up
twelve baskets full of the broken pieces left over.

21 And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides
women and children.
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What did Jesus say to the dis—

ciples who were worried about

feeding supper to so many

people? (v. 16)
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Jesus looked up to heaven and
gave thanks, broke the loaves,
and gave them to the disciples.
Who gave food to the crowd?
(v. 19)
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Jesus said there was no need to bring food from far away. The
disciples as usual were puzzled. Then Jesus said, “They do not
need to go away. You give them something to eat.” As usual the
disciples were surprised. “We have here only five loaves of bread
and two fish. (Even those are for children.)” Then Jesus said, “Bring
them here to me.”

As Christmas approaches what you need to prepare is not gifts
for friends, but gifts to bring to Jesus. Are you preparing well? In—
stead, aren’t you thinking about taking gifts from Jesus as you do
every year? Aren't you also thinking about taking the birthday party
atmosphere meant for Jesus and instead enjoying and celebrating
for yourself?

During this Advent season, | hope you practice bringing gifts to
Jesus. From what | have, from what has been given to me, and
from what has been permitted in my life, | intend to practice bring—
ing to Jesus whatever may be useful for His ministry. They may
look small to us but Jesus will see the hearts and faith of those
bringing these gifts to Him.
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Reading Insight

The disciples had no idea what would happen next. How do
we react during times of distress? From the three examples in
Matthew 15, we learn about the roles of our faith community
toward neighbors in need of help that is sometimes not appar—
ent.

3 Hymn218 Love Your God with Your Heart and Your True Mind

Reading Plan * M atthew 1 5

21 And Jesus went away from there and withdrew to the dis-
trict of Tyre and Sidon.

22 And behold, a Canaanite woman from that region came
out and was crying, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of Da-
vid; my daughter is severely oppressed by ademon.”

23 But he did not answer her a word. And his disciples came
and begged him, saying, “Send her away, for she is crying
outafterus.”

24 He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the
house of Israel.”

25 But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help
me.”

26 And he answered, “It is not right to take the children’s
bread and throw it to the dogs.”

27 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that
fall from their masters’table.”

28 Then Jesus answered her, “O woman, great is your faith!
Be it done for you as you desire.” And her daughter was
healed instantly.

K= ER2 BES ot=0 IX

MMEHO| OfL2} Ol~EHE XM32
2 82t S/Le? (22F)
The woman used a rare ex-
pression to call Jesus — not
“teacher.” What did she first
call out to Jesus? (v. 22)

O~ ORIl 20| MZ2 &
SO2 FHl= OZA HS5HA
LtQ? (24%)

Jesus first reacted to the re—
quest of the woman with si-
lence, but how did He react
the second time? (v. 24)
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African biblical scholars say something like, “I exist because We ex—
ist.” An individual lives as part of the community. We can say, ‘I exist
because my family exists.” As our generation experiences the steady
increase of one-member families, we question who our family is. We
call those who share meals together a family, and as we meet fellow
Christians at church and share meals and share life together, we can
call the church community our family.

We live in this world where it is more important to know who | am
than to what community | belong. Therefore, it is easy to undervalue
the role of the unseen community and treat it as unimportant. The sto—
ry of the syrophoenician (Canaanite) woman is also a present day prej—
udice that we need to overcome. The silence and then the reply of Je-
sus to the woman was intended to match the intellectual level of His
disciples. Jesus used parables mentioning dogs and pigs that were de-
spised in the middle east. Dogs at that time were not the same as
present day pets. But the woman continued her dialogue with Jesus
unswervingly. She said again in desperation, “Yes, Lord, but even the
dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” Jesus was
teaching how crooked and wrong our community was — the community
that people shared and lived in together. Jesus was asking people if
they would feel at ease and comfortable after they heard what the
woman said. To impose all responsibilities on one person is an irre-
sponsible act. Silence is also an inadequate response. | hope that we
recover our civic and Christian duty as a community and take care of
and save our neighbors in need of help.
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Reading Insight

We need to reflect and determine if we misunderstood the will
of God in the stories of the birth of Jesus, the crucifixion of Je-
sus, and the resurrection of Jesus. This chapter talks about the
time period, false teachings, Jesus Christ, and discipleship.

3 Hymn212 O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee

Reading Plan+ V! atthew 16

21 From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he
must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders
and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third
day be raised.

22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, say-
ing, “Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to

9

you.

23 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan!
You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind
on the things of God, but on the things of man.”

24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come af-
ter me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow
me.

25 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever
loses his life for my sake will find it.

26 For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world
and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a man give in return for
his soul?

27 For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the
glory of his Father, and then he will repay each person ac-
cording to what he has done.

28 Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who will
not taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in his
kingdom.”

=] 2
=

ol
Jp

o=

Ol+8HiE A HEZE 15
ALe? (23%)

Why did Jesus rebuke Peter?
(v. 23)

OISO Slte MM A07t=
HXE0A FE2 Hefl Yot
ALQ? (24%)

What did the Lord say to disci-
ples who lived in a world that
was telling them to do anything
they wanted? (v. 24)

77



78

A9 99l 28] Voices rrom TrE Hiir

A0 2 Aol 2 27IE EUMEHH. == AHX[oh7| Hlal Al
ZIoH THQISH AIYOIRIZ 1M THRISH| TVtR7[HE= BofA| 2217t
HOPIE MigS & = °'Eh_ d2ts S, 7H Lol B2
E7HRF 12 OIHE QLA O H 0 A2 20| UOIARE7| HTt &0t
USS ISR Y0 F0] SU=K ZEUCE 7+ e T 2
A2 2 FEX7[ WS,

TE2 UX XFE FUSUCE I X0 Hopts tE2 F&

B0l 271= of1l XA 20 HOpp7|= Lt SEotl S
TES SZO| LI 7HIL HUE A= SASLICE SkXI2E LA R
= TEs UE I A2 ASE + UASLICL

KFtets FE2 oth0|L| CHEILICE A2 XEX[oH MR7| 2Ot
SHLERR! XIFLE XI717| 2ot Dtg g 27| HERILICE O o Al
= THHEOIAY| flel 2AlE OlrE2 2 2F =S Yxok ot
O OtSOIMLIEL 11 71 A58 A othlE S R2|= THE0L &
7| HELL. LIS &1ot= 10I HEXIOLE F= Z0j2t= 2501 2
X2 L7t 7h= 4EO| Z0| =2 HFFLICE

}

Tl

The series “Squid Games” was a big hit last year. It began as a
brutal game to win big money, but rather than simple brutality, |
thought it eloquently described the subtle life pattern of the con-
temporary world. The oldest among the participants called #1 may
not have anything to gain in life but he may have participated in the
game to assure himself that he was still alive. The most impressive
game in the movie was the “marble game.”

At a glance, a marble reminds us of the earth. Some people on
earth possess a larger amount and others a small amount. At no
time in human history was there a time of fairness and justice
when all people had an equal amount of marbles. However, when |
share what is in my possession the game can continue. It is fortu—
nate that the earth itself is one marble. We tend to unite our minds
to keep the earth safe rather than fight to take sole possession be—-
cause there is only one earth. Jesus who is coming to save the
whole world is the Son of God who created the whole universe.
We want to understand what the most precious being is doing. |
hope we come to believe that to sacrifice oneself is the only way to
discover the identity of oneself and the way of life for us.
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Reading Insight

Today’s scripture shows that Jesus is the Son of the living God.
[t focuses on the event at the Mount of Transfiguration and
deals with the weakness of faith (disciples), the death and res-
urrection (Jesus Christ), and the life of believers.

3 Hymn545 Down in the Valley Where the Mists of Doubt Arise

Reading Plan * M 21T[11€\\' 17

14 And when they came to the crowd, a man came up to him
and, kneeling before him,

15 said, “Lord, have mercy on my son, for he is an epileptic
and he suffers terribly. For often he falls into the fire, and of-
ten into the water.

16 And I brought him to your disciples, and they could not
heal him.”

17 And Jesus answered, “O faithless and twisted generation,
how long am I to be with you? How long am I to bear with
you? Bring him here to me.”

18 And Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of him, and
the boy was healed instantly.

19 Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, “Why
could we not cast it out?”

20 He said to them, “Because of your little faith. For truly, I
say to you, if you have faith like a grain of mustard seed, you
will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,” and it
will move, and nothing will be impossible for you.”

22 As they were gathering in Galilee, Jesus said to them,
“The Son of Man is about to be delivered into the hands of
men,

23 and they will kill him, and he will be raised on the third
day.” And they were greatly distressed.
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Why couldn't the disciples cast
out demons even though they
were given authority to? (v. 20)

32 wig0) el U HolLt 22
URS BRI B R0HEA

Ct. (6:30, 8:26, 14:31, 16:8)
Four times Jesus said the
same thing about having little
faith. What did he say? (Matt
6:30; 8:26; 14:31; 16:8)
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Today’s message reiterates that we can move mountains with
faith as small as a mustard seed. Can you really move mountains?
Probably, most people wouldn’t even try. Some would say, “How
can | pray to heal the sick when even the disciples weren't able to
do it?” And there may be those who earnestly tell us not to try
moving mountains because Jesus’ parables were exaggerated.

In Matthew 13:31, he already used mustard seeds in the image of
the kingdom of God. Faith is like a window through which we can
see the great and wonderful landscape of God. May we have faith
to see the power to move mountains. If not, then through our
shoveling for the rest of our lives, won’t we eventually move moun-
tains one day? In the attitude of life in which we do not look through
the window of faith and do not even attempt to shovel a little, we
will never be able to move mountains and to see the vast work of
God moving mountains.

Through praying and praying and praying again, | hope that | will
see more clearly the glory of Jesus and the creation of God. | hope
today you will pray without turning away from seeing someone
hurting and struggling.
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Reading Insight

Greatness comes from humility. Jesus says that the greatest in
the kingdom of heaven is a little child. He says that He is angry
with those who cause a child to stumble. | want to learn for-
giveness from the image of Jesus who came to be the lowest
in the lowest place.

3 Hymn282 Just as | Am, Without One Plea

Reading Plan -+ |V atthew 18

21 Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will
my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven
times?”

22 Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seven-
ty times seven.

23 “Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a
king who wished to settle accounts with his servants.

24 When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed
him ten thousand talents.

25 And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold,
with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be
made.

26 So the servantfell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have pa-
tience with me, and I will pay you everything.’

27 And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released
him and forgave him the debt.

28 But when that same servant went out, he found one of his fel-
low servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him,
he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’

29 So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have
patience with me, and [ will pay you.’

30 He refused and went and put him in prison until he should
pay the debt.

31 When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they
were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their
master all that had taken place.

32'Then his master summoned him and said to him, “You wick-
ed servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with
me.

33 And should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant,
as I had mercy on you?’

34 And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers,until he
should pay all his debt.

35 So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if
you do not forgive your brother from your heart.”
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What was Jesus’ answer to
Peter’s question of how many
times he should forgive some—
one if they sin against him?

(v. 22)
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Does Jesus mean to forgive

four hundred ninety (70x7)

times? What is His intent?

(v. 35)
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“He who cannot forgive breaks the bridge over which he himself
must pass” (George Herbert).

Forgiving someone is not an easy task. Forgiving is not a simple
task. Some people still have their hearts full of unforgiveness when
they are told to forgive. Or some, if they were told to forgive, would
resolve to forgive anybody other than the person who wronged
them.

As George Herbert said, if | think forgiveness is a bridge that |
have to go through, it’s not just a word to go over. If | don’t forgive
my brother, it doesn’t stop there. The heart is mysterious and be-
gins to fill up with hatred. It won’t be forgotten.

But the one who made that bridge is none other than Jesus who
we are waiting for. Jesus forgave us first. He forgave me for my
mistakes, my unintentional harm to others, and even the sin de-
serving death. From that bridge of forgiveness, we have no reason
not to forgive another brother.

“Be kind to one another, have compassion, and forgive one an—
other, even as God forgives you in Christ” (Ephesians 4:32).
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Reading Insight

Chapter 19 tells the story of divorce, adultery, and the rich man
and the kingdom of God. Jesus is the Lord of the family and
Jesus is the Lord of all things. Before you run away from any
problem, please ask Jesus for help.

/3 Hymn438 Since Christ My Soul from Sin Set Free

Reading Plan - V| atthew 1 9

16 And behold, a man came up to him, saying, “Teacher, what
good deed must I do to have eternal life?”

17 And he said to him, “Why do you ask me about what is good?
There is only one who is good. If you would enter life, keep the
commandments.”

18 He said to him, “Which ones?” And Jesus said, “You shall
not murder, You shall not commit adultery, You shall not steal,
You shall not bear false witness,

19 Honor your father and mother, and, You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.”

20 The young man said to him, “All these I have kept. Whatdo
still lack?”

21 Jesus said to him, “If you would be perfect, go, sell what you
possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heav-
en; and come, follow me.”

22 When the young man heard this he went away sorrowful, for
he had great possessions.

23 And Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly, I say to you, only with
difficulty will arich person enter the kingdom of heaven.

24 Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye
ofaneedle than for arich person to enter the kingdom of God.”

25 When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished,
saying, “Who then can be saved?”

26 But Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossi-
ble, but with God all things are possible.”

27 Then Peter said in reply, “See, we have left everything and
followed you. What then will we have?”

28 Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, in the new
world,when the Son of Man will sit on his glorious throne, you
who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging
the twelve tribes of Israel.

29 And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or fa-
ther or mother or children or lands, for my name’s sake, will re-
ceive a hundredfold and will inherit eternal life.

30 But many who are first will be last, and the last first.
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Why was a young man who
honored his parents and loved
his neighbor still worried?

(wv. 21-22)

HAS2 o Al Z3LQ?
(24%)

Why were the disciples
amazed? (v. 24)
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“Do you know how difficult it is for a rich man to enter the king-
dom of God? It is easier for a camel to go through the ear of a nee-
dle than it is for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” Were you
ever discouraged after hearing these words? If so, does that mean
you think you're rich?

Not everyone who is rich is the same kind of rich. During the
class “Kingdom of God Together” at church, | wondered why the
rich man couldnt go to heaven. Was it only because Lazarus is
poor that he went to heaven, and if the rich man did not go be—
cause he was rich wouldn't he be very resentful? One says: “Abra—
ham was also rich on earth and went to heaven.” Yes, that’s right.
God gives us blessings. If you are a rich man who fulfills the re—
sponsibility of enjoying and sharing the blessings you receive, if you
are a rich man who obeys God’s Word and is able to leave that be—
hind if He asks you to, if you are a rich man who lives an honest life
of caring for and sharing with the poor around you, then you will
certainly be different from the young man in today’s scripture.

The Message Bible version of verse 26 says, “If you think you can
do it with your own strength, you have no hope. But as long as you
believe that God can do it, you can do it.” Today, we will have to
choose whether to believe in our strength or rely on the power of
God to live.
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Reading Insight

Chapter 20 begins with a story of great reversal. Certainly, there
is a reversal of the idea that those who have worked more will
receive more because here they all received the same wage.
The second story also says that whoever wants to be great
must be a servant. May you discover the heart of Jesus, who
did not come to be served, but to serve.

4 Hymn310 | Know Not Why God’s Wondrous Grace

Reading Plan - VATt hew 20

1 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who
went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard.

2 After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent
them into his vineyard.

3 And going out about the third hour he saw others standing idle
in the marketplace,

“4and to them he said, “You go into the vineyard too, and what-
everisright I will give you.’

5 So they went. Going out again about the sixth hour and the
ninth hour, he did the same.

6 And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others
standing. And he said to them, “Why do you stand here idle all
day?’

7 They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.” He said to
them, “You go into the vineyard too.’

2 And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his
foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, begin-
ning with the last, up to the first.”

2 And when those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of
them received a denarius.

10 Now when those hired first came, they thought they would
receive more, but each of them also received a denarius.

11 And on receiving it they grumbled at the master of the house,

12 saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have
made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day
and the scorching heat.’

13 But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no
wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius?

14 Take what belongs to you and go. I choose to give to this last
worker as I give to you.

15 Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to
me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?”’

16 So the last will be first, and the first last.”
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Why did the worker who
worked from the very begin-
ning complain when he was
paid? (v. 12)

Ol

FOI2 off Hxdt 20| St A
LtQ? (13-15%)

Why did the owner say he did
nothing wrong? (vv. 13-15)
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In Flushing, where there are a lot of immigrants, there is a place
where daily workers gather and wait. Employers come and take as
many workers as they need. Some of those who are left behind will
leave immediately, but there are others who continue to wait there for
they wish to find a job.

Kenneth Bailey, author of “Jesus with the Eyes of the Middle East,”
titled the parable “The Parable of the Compassionate Employer.” | be-
lieve this is because the key focus of the story is the incredible com-
passion and grace shown by the employer rather than the employee.
Just as the parable of the prodigal son was focused on the prodigal
son'’s father (God), the vineyard owner was working harder than anyone
else. That is, after he gives work to the laborers, he could rest in the
shade, but rather he goes out to the market every hour and brings
more workers himself.

The owner did not deceive but gave the complaining worker enough
wages to support his family for the day. The owner was more inclined to
spend the whole day in the marketplace because he was more mindful
of the worker who did not have the opportunity to work and would be
uncomfortable both in mind and body thinking of his waiting family than
he was of the complaining worker. We may still be wondering “what is
justice?” The owner’s answer was “| went back and forth from the mar-

DRPHHERZIE| WS, ZERA(ME) ketplace all day to show mercy to the workers who really needed jobs

(=}
C|E20|EHYUZACIEI2|03], ZIT7|(VI) and didn’'t get them.” The owner says “Why are you stingy when | gave

25|%12 98t 7|5 you what | promised, and | used my own money to pay the other work-
ers?” | reevaluate the meaning of justice to also include mercy.
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Reading Insight

When Jesus entered the city of Jerusalem, he went straight to
the temple. It is a bit difficult to understand that Jesus, the sav—-
ior, cleansed the temple then cursed the fig tree. Jesus, who
came to the corrupt and unfruitful world, is telling us that He is
the King, the Judge, and the Son of God.

3 Hymn94 I'd Rather Have Jesus

Reading Plan - VA1t hew 21

10 And when he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was
stirred up, saying, “Who is this?”’

11 And the crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus, from
Nazareth of Galilee.”

12 And Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who sold
and bought in the temple, and he overturned the tables of the
money-changers and the seats of those who sold pigeons.

13 He said to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be called a
house of prayer,” but you make it a den of robbers.”

14 And the blind and the lame came to him in the temple, and
he healed them.

15 But when the chief priests and the scribes saw the won-
derful things that he did, and the children crying out in the
temple, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” they were indig-
nant,

16 and they said to him, “Do you hear what these are say-
ing?” And Jesus said to them, “Yes; have you never read,
“’Out of the mouth of infants and nursing babies you have
prepared praise’?”

17 And leaving them, he went out of the city to Bethany and
lodged there.
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How do you think Jesus felt
when he entered the temple in
Jerusalem? (v. 12)

Ol=EdHM W e FNE ot
Zo[2t 3taiLte? (13%)

What did Jesus say that His
house is for? (v. 13)
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There is no difference between the scene where Jesus enters Je—
rusalem riding a donkey and the way we treat the baby Jesus’ birth
into this world. John the Baptist puts it this way: “He came to his
people, but his people did not receive him.”

We might not like the fact Jesus was born in a manger. Our Savior,
the King of all the world, Jesus, was born in a stable because there
was no place for him. How many of you are willing to go to the hum-
ble place in Bethlehem? It is devastating to wonder whether we have
hearts to celebrate the birth of the Savior or not?

As Zechariah prophesied, he humbly came in on a donkey, but the
temple was a mess. Was Jesus angry simply because of the money
exchangers and merchants? Jesus must have been angry seeing the
temple filled with filth and greed to meet the needs of the world but
not God’s purpose.

Verse 14 draws our attention. According to 2 Samuel 5:8, the blind
and the lame were prohibited from entering the temple. But Jesus
healed the blind and the lame who came to him. He accepted those
who were prohibited from entering the temple. | believe this is the
heart and vision of Jesus cleansing the temple. During the season of
Advent as we wait for the Lord, | pray that people who need to meet
Jesus will come to the church, not those who are using Jesus for
their own sake.



M2l oAU EH

= O (=] TS ERARL
Journaling with Jesus Ol~ElS dzisisLINR
0 S} Reading & QT
0 st 32 One Word
o k=7 One Prayer

StLFE S| 0FE, 2419 O+ God's heart & your heart

2
iR
oc
[
ol
02
Ol
FI'F
I'U|0

25 For Walking with Jesus

Z= O #0]|, 2| Taking it deeper, further

SfF SOt UES AL ol~EHut SHch= . o .
OIS AUZE THEES, TS AJ710 TLOHEEX] ot Today’s Mission Cleared
AHHEX] 7|Z5HIAIL.

O

O 0o o g

@YouTube @729 =02

103



£40] Qi71Lt

No Guests

Z0 22]00|A
K|S HIFEAN.
Lord. Have Mercy on Us.

959 Y, 012 F

Doing & Being for Today

104

=M HaIS2 OO0l ALY SOYUICE 4220 7t 43
o FO|Lf" SoYUCt. "l OIS Lol S53 Hotl =3 Lot

ZF 4ol SiLtES Arstal ot B0 REls 422 THEH
OF gt AYJLCE.

M48ET(E474%) O Mol 2E Lol B

o474 B B2 et of o] 241
M52 01 7] oF 5L FJgto] B9 A S WE ol
AF3t oy
1 FE2 o] 1 4% ARE S £9 W] o2
SE 2712 HefebAs
£h 2 F 52 B o] 25 H AtS ol o] 2
71 U7 022 FUI5HE L) 29047 452 W1
£ 22 2159101 S WH|0] 2.2 st sigiEy]
o] Sof BAL ok AR A WOz, T}
2 2p7] A5t 7k
IR AES FES ot RE I S]]
Qo] edho] FHhS Hrfo] 1 AT A4E S A
OSSR
olo] 5ol ol 5] £0l A= ZHlslgloLt Bt
RS2 FoA) o3t
HAE] 2 714 Al w29l 1] st
] o2}k
%50 29 Lk ok At ME A HhE 2 B
= He] Q1 291 B0l £H S0 1532t
Yol £YE2 e Sl A7IA =L A
O g ARFS B
|25 7170] oj3te] %2 QI ¢ of] Sl
Frpsh Drbol R B RopAs
Qo) AFHENA ot 1 £8L Fof v o]
& el ezt A714 &3 gof ol 2] Hefet ot
vt



Reading Insight

Jesus asked “Where is heaven among you?” and in verse 42, he
asks, “Who is your lord?” It is our duty to follow this command
- “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul,
and with all your mind™ fully with our acts.

3 Hymn486 My Soul in Sad Exile

Reading Plan Matthew 22

1 And again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying,

2 “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who
gave awedding feast for his son,

3 and sent his servants to call those who were invited to the
wedding feast, but they would not come.

4 Again he sent other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are
invited, See, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my
fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready.
Come to the wedding feast.’

5But they paid no attention and went off, one to his farm, an-
other to his business,

6 while the rest seized his servants, treated them shamefully,
and killed them.

7 The king was angry, and he sent his troops and destroyed
those murderers and burned their city.

& Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding feast is ready,
but those invited were not worthy.

2 Go therefore to the main roads and invite to the wedding
feast as many as you find.’

10 And those servants went out into the roads and gathered
all whom they found, both bad and good. So the wedding
hall was filled with guests.

11 “But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw
there aman who had no wedding garment.

12 And he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here with-
outawedding garment?’ And he was speechless.

13 Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and
foot and cast him into the outer darkness. In that place there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’
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What is the kingdom of heav—
en compared to? (v. 2)
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Why did the invitation to the
king's son’'s wedding ceremony
expand from invitation only to
anyone? (v. 3)
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Making a wedding guest list is tremendous work; a couple will re-
consider again and again how many and whom they should invite. It's
also a day when families come together. They have to think about all
the relatives, and they really don't want to hurt people’s feelings. To-
day’s parable is about a wedding party but the story has a sad ending.
On this happiest day, the wedding feast was all prepared, but people
didn’t show up. They refused to come. Instead, they were off to take
care of their business and, even worse, they insulted and even killed
those who brought invitations to them. The king destroys and burns
the town down.

There is an etiquette for wedding invitations. Not only do they RSVP
for the wedding, but people shop for clothes to wear to the wedding.
Last but not least, to congratulate the couple who are getting married,
people prepare wedding gifts.

The story of the wedding feast sounds terrifying. The ones who
didn’t wear wedding clothes were cast out into a dark place. We all re—
ceived invitations to the heavenly feast. However, this does not mean
that we should be ignorant of the prestigious feast God is preparing.

| wonder if | lived a life by setting aside the invitation. The wedding
feast is full of guests. The heavenly banquet should fill our hearts with
joy, gratitude, and excitement and this feast should replace our flesh
worldly desire. May we put on the clothes of the Lord’s righteousness
and be thankful for the invitation that is with us all the time.
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Reading Insight

If the Old Testament is the “genealogy of Adam,” the New Tes-
tament is “the genealogy of Jesus Christ.” Seeing the names
listed here, we can see God fulfilling His promise made long ago
by sending Jesus to this earth. This is the story of “God with us”
through the birth of Jesus Christ.

/3 Hymn120 O Little Town of Bethlehem

Reading Plan + Matthew 1

18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ[e] took place in this way.
When his mother Mary had been betrothed[f] to Joseph, be-
fore they came together she was found to be with child from
the Holy Spirit.

19 And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling
to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly.

20 But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the
Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of
David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which
is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.

21 She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for
he will save his people from their sins.”

22 Al this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by
the prophet:

23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and
they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with
us).

24 When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the
Lord commanded him: he took his wife,

25but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he
called his name Jesus.

A A
Us &0

QU2 D2[0r] M AMS MZ
=1 0 BlgS HLIQ?
(19%)

How did Joseph respond when
he first heard of Mary’s preg—

nancy? (v. 19)

o2 B2 3 0fg 19/ ot
20| HEELIR? (24%)

How did Joseph change his
mind after the dream? (v. 24)
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How shocked would Joseph have been? It is before the wedding
and the news of Mary’s pregnancy would have been difficult to ac-
cept if it had not been announced by an angel of God in Joseph’s
dream. Actually, it would not have been accepted if Joseph had not
believed that God was with him.

Sometimes we need courage to experience joy. Often, joy sur—
faces during trials: the fear of failure, the ordeal of trials and chal-
lenges, persevering in a time of darkness, etc. Today’s verse says,
“Behold, a virgin will conceive and bear a son....” In terms of this
verse, we 21st century readers are desensitized about this verse
since we read this verse every year. But in reality, a virgin conceiv—
ing a child was impossible, laughable, and nonsensical.

Unlike the 21st century believers who believe in Jesus Christ as
our Savior, how was it possible for Mary to have such courageous
faith? God’s Word that “nothing is impossible” gave her courage,
not fear. Imagine how astonished and moved Mary must have been
when the child moved and kicked in her womb.

What sacrifices have we made to experience this great joy?
Looking at the courage that an unmarried teenage girl had to bear,
let’s reflect on how courageously we can wait for Christmas.
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Reading Insight

Creation (stars) reacted to the birth of Jesus, and so did the
wise men (gentiles). But Herod’s reaction was horrific. He or-
dered all boys under the age of two to be killed. In the midst
of it, Joseph courageously obeys and continues to fulfill God’s
plan.

3 Hymn114 Away in a Manger

Reading Plan - V| atthew 2

1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the
days of Herod the king, behold, wise men[a] from the east
cameto Jerusalem,

2 saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews?
For we saw his star when it rose[b] and have come to wor-
ship him.”

3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all
Jerusalem with him;

4 and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the peo-
ple, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born.

5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written
by the prophet:
6““And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;

for from you shall come a ruler

who will shepherd my people Israel.”

7 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascer-
tained from them what time the star had appeared.

& And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search
diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring
me word, that I too may come and worship him.”

9 After listening to the king, they went on their way. And be-
hold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before
them until it came to rest over the place where the child was.

10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with
greatjoy.

11 And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary
his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then,
opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and
frankincense and myrrh.

12 And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they
departed to their own country by another way.
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How did the wise men know
about the birth of Jesus? (v. 2)
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The Magi didn’t come empty—
handed. What were their gifts?
(v. 17)
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The stars of heaven celebrated the birth of the Savior.

When the Magi saw the brightly twinkling reaction of the sky, they
responded. It was to worship the baby Jesus. They presented their
gifts to the hero of today, and the eternal hero, Jesus.

Christmas comes every year. It came again this year. Perhaps the
annual Christmas service and the repetition of liturgy are most pre—
cious. We rejoice in the Savior who has come to this earth and we
find our full devotion and dedication given to Jesus. Even if we didn’t
prepare an extravagant gift, the baby Jesus will come today to those
who sincerely worship and seek him continuously in their daily lives.

Fifteen years ago, we began our honeymoon in New Jersey. We
moved from East Rutherford to Palisades Park, East Brunswick, and
Scotch Pains — 4 times in 3 years. It was a time that | came to study
in the U.S., had nothing, and had to work day and night. But the time |
spent in New Jersey is remembered as a warm and happy time as
we were gifted with our first child. Even on a day when we had to
move quickly with a 100—day—old baby, | remember my happy smiles
when | looked at my baby in my arms. | felt on top of the world.

We all have received too many gifts. However, people are still
greedy and very self-centered. Rather than sharing with neighbors,
we are more focused on receiving our own gifts. Christmas isn't our
birthday. Like the Magi, this Christmas, may we focus on the gifts we
will bring to the Lord rather than the gifts we will receive.
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Reading Insight

The Pharisees focused on what others would see instead of
seeking true devotion. They were pretentious hypocrites. To-
day’s scripture warns us to be careful, so that we will not be like
the Pharisees. They brought disastrous consequences harming
themselves and others.

/3 Hymn516 We've a Story to Tell to the Nations

Reading Plan+ V! atthew 23

29 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you
build the tombs of the prophets and decorate the monuments
of the righteous,

30 saying, ‘If we had lived in the days of our fathers, we
would not have taken part with them in shedding the blood
of the prophets.’

31 Thus you witness against yourselves that you are sons of
those who murdered the prophets.

32Fillup, then, the measure of your fathers.

33 You serpents, you brood of vipers, how are you to escape
being sentenced to hell?

34 Therefore I send you prophets and wise men and scribes,
some of whom you will kill and crucify, and some you will
flog in your synagogues and persecute from town to town,

35 50 that on you may come all the righteous blood shed on
earth, from the blood of innocent Abel to the blood of Zecha-
riah the son of Barachiah, whom you murdered between the
sanctuary and the altar.

36 Truly, I say to you, all these things will come upon this
generation.#rl

37 %O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets
and stones those who are sent to it! How often would I have
gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood
under her wings, and you would not!

38 See, your house is left to you desolate.

39 For I tell you, you will not see me again, until you say,
‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.”
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What did the Pharisees miss
when they only focused on
outward appearances?

(vv. 25-28)
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What kind of hypocrisy does
the church have today if we
receive today’s scripture as a
message from Jesus?
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Church should be a place where people invite others and meet
Jesus together. If the church focuses on the congregants who are
already here, then it loses the primary purpose of its existence. Our
prayers need to ask for the will and purpose of Jesus, who incar-
nated for us, to be accomplished through our church.

Christian Assembly Church has a unique story of having only 5
senior pastors over 107 years. This church has a deep connection
with the story of how the revival movement in Azusa, California
started in 1906. The three Italian women who attended a Christian
revival were deeply moved and started inviting others to worship
together. This gathering grew into the “Italian Christian Assembly.”
In 1969, senior pastor Don Pickerel was leading that church and
received a phone call. The caller asked if they could attend worship
even though they were not Italians. The next day, the congregation
erased “Italian” from the church bus. Afterward, their official name
became “Christian Assembly” and it became a Christian communi-
ty of diversity to include everyone, Italians and non-ltalians. Like—
wise, | pray that all of us would follow this movement in which they
realized that they were Christians first before identifying them-
selves as ltalian. We are all God’s children, one body of Jesus
Christ. | pray that the love, joy, peace, and hope of Jesus Christ
who incarnated for human beings fills the whole earth.
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Reading Insight

In today’s scripture, we are called to not be deceived by the
news of this world, not be discouraged, and not doubt. The
Word of God is the lamp upon our lives. God commands us to
stay awake.

3 Hymn428 There’s Sunshine in My Soul Today

Reading Plan * Matthew 24

21 For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not
been from the beginning of the world until now, no, and nev-
erwill be.

22 And if those days had not been cut short, no human being
would be saved. But for the sake of the elect those days will
be cut short.

23 Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!” or
‘There he is!” do not believe it.

24 For false christs and false prophets will arise and perform
great signs and wonders, so as to lead astray, if possible,
even the elect.

25 See, [ have told you beforehand.

26 So, if they say to you, ‘Look, he is in the wilderness,” do
not go out. If they say, ‘Look, he is in the inner rooms,” do
notbelieve it.

27 For as the lightning comes from the east and shines as far
as the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.

28 Wherever the corpse is, there the vultures will gather.

29 “Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun
will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the
stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens
will be shaken.

30 Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man,
and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will
see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with
power and great glory.

31 And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call,
and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one
end of heaven to the other.
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What do we need to hold onto
even in times of chaos, wick-
edness, and no rules? (v. 12)

X7t Ao FUS ETO0LOF St
i1 5iLtQ? (35%F)

Even when heaven and earth
pass away, what unchangeable
thing do we need to hold onto?
(v. 35)
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“Street Light” (1909) is a painting by Italian Futurist artist Giacomo
Balla. He was obsessed with new technology so much that he
even named his own daughter, “Light.” As people who live in 2022,
we are not impressed by a streetlight so don’'t say, “wow, that’s
amazing” or “wow, I've never seen something like this before.”
However, the same street light that shined light upon the dark night
in 1909 is still shining light today.

Balla painted the moon with the street light as a pair of shining
lights. Before the existence of the streetlight in 1909, the moon
was there to shine light on the street as well as the streetlight. |
saw this art in the Museum of Modern Art. This particular painting
seemed to shine light on me, representing a gorgeous and bright
future. On the way home, | saw different street lights on various
corners. They looked new and different than before. How do we
see the streetlight? Is it because of light from it or is there light on
the streetlight? | was able to see Balla’s artwork by the light of the
Museum of Modern Art. Just like it, we are able to see the real
beauty in our lives, the true reason of our lives, and the reasons for
waiting because we can approach Jesus, who came as the light of
this world.
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Reading Insight

When Jesus comes, He will distinguish between those who
are prepared or not and who are awake or asleep. We can
share things with others but preparation for the kingdom of
God comes down to each individual. We can’t borrow this from
others. Even though we do not know the exact time, we believe
that Jesus will return some day. We are called to prepare for His
return accordingly so that we can join eternity with Jesus.

3 Hymn175 Will Our Lamps Be Filled and Ready

Reading Plan * Matthew 25

1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who
took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom.

2Five of them were foolish, and five were wise.

3 For when the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with
them,

4but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps.

5 As the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy
and slept.

6 But at midnight there was a cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom!
Come out to meet him.’

7Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps.

& And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil,
for our lamps are going out.’

2 But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since there will not be
enough for us and for you, go rather to the dealers and buy
for yourselves.’

10 And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came,
and those who were ready went in with him to the marriage
feast, and the door was shut.

11 Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord,
opentous.’

12 Buthe answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.’

13 Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the
hour.
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What are the differences be-
tween being wise and being
foolish? (vv. 3-4)

7|5& ZHIoHK| Xt HEHS2
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What happened to those vir-
gins who were not prepared
with extra oil? (v. 10)
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Jesus will be disappointed if we are not prepared when the king—
dom of God comes upon us. It is easy and common for many people
to not be prepared when the kingdom comes like a thief in the night.
There are numerous stories in the bible which distinguish those who
are prepared for the kingdom of God from those who are not. The
examples of those who were prepared are shepherds, Nicodemus,
the disciples, and Anna and Simeon. On the other hand, King Herod
and the Pharisees were not prepared.

Now we have to start again. We have to start a community of Koi—
nonia. | like the words “together,” “with,” and “we.” During a certain
period of my ministry, | shouted “We are all family” a lot. “In the be~
ginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God” (John 1:1). “With” in this verse is “Pros” in Greek. Pros is
the picture of two parties moving toward each other. It is not a static
status. It is a word of movement, reciprocal communication, fellow-
ship, coming, and going. Let us start the movement of love towards
each other in our faith community.

True fellowship of faith happens in a community of people who wait
for the arrival of Jesus Christ and shine their lights sincerely and con—
tinually. If you find any sister or brother who has not prepared them—
self for the arrival of the kingdom of God, you are called to invite them
to prepare for the kingdom of God together. If we call each other as
brother, sister, mom, or dad, then we can be the community seeking
the kingdom of God through our genuine Koinonia.
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Reading Insight

Depending on what we seek and love in this life, the conse—
quences may be very different. Even though we are with Jesus
Christ 24 hours a day 7 days a week, our lives may be totally
different based on how | use God given opportunities. May we
stay awake and keep praying, “Not my will, but Thy will be done,
Lord.

3 Hymn50 All to Jesus | Surrender

Reading Plan- VATt hew 26

1 When Jesus had finished all these sayings, he said to his
disciples,

2“You know that after two days the Passover is coming, and
the Son of Man will be delivered up to be crucified.”

3 Then the chief priests and the elders of the people gathered
in the palace of the high priest, whose name was Caiaphas,

4 and plotted together in order to arrest Jesus by stealth and
kill him.

5 But they said, “Not during the feast, lest there be an uproar
among the people.”

6 Now when Jesus was at Bethany in the house of Simon the
leper,

7 a woman came up to him with an alabaster flask of very
expensive ointment, and she poured it on his head as he re-
clined attable.

2 And when the disciples saw it, they were indignant, saying,
“Why this waste?

9 For this could have been sold for a large sum and given to
the poor.”

10 But Jesus, aware of this, said to them, “Why do you trou-
ble the woman? For she has done a beautiful thing to me.

11 For you always have the poor with you, but you will not
always have me.

12 In pouring this ointment on my body, she has done it to
prepare me for burial.

13 Truly, I say to you, wherever this gospel is proclaimed in
the whole world, what she has done will also be told in mem-
ory ofher.”

20X 7|82
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How did the woman in our
scripture use the given oppor-
tunity to pour the expensive
perfume upon Jesus' head?
How did Jesus respond to her
action? (vv. 7, 10)

0| 0210] ¥RE 2 A

2 SIA0IALLR? (12F)
Why did she pour the perfume
on Jesus' head? (v. 12)
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We encounter many opportunities everyday. In today’s scripture,
Judas Iscariot took the opportunity to sell Jesus for 30 pieces of
silver. The Jewish ruling committee also looked for opportunities to
get rid of Jesus. However, there was a woman who broke open her
most valuable and precious perfume jar and took this as the oppor-
tunity to encounter Jesus and fully dedicate herself to Jesus. Je—
sus’ disciples could not understand the reasons for this woman’s
action which he complimented as a beautiful thing. Rev. Ki-Suk
Kim said, “If you want to be a meaningful being to others, try to be
a gift for someone else. The church needs to be a place where ev-
eryone is invited to become a gift for other people.”

It is a very beautiful thing if what | have and who | am becomes a
gift for someone else. Today's story of the special gift in which the
woman offered her perfume for Jesus became gospel which has
spread wherever Jesus' story is shared. It became a very memo-
rable gift for all believers. Let us remember that our devotion to Je—
sus, our sacrificial giving to God always becomes beautiful things
that go beyond our imagination. Even though what we have might
be small and look insignificant, it can be used preciously for sharing
the gospel if Jesus touches and blesses my gifts.
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Reading Insight

From the Passion story, we learn how to respond to unfair and
unjust incidents. Jesus obeyed the Word and the will of God to
the end. Jesus did not seek revenge against those who ridiculed
him but drank the cup of the suffering. Jesus loved us even to
the point of his death on the cross.

/3 Hymn425 Have Thine Own Way, Lord

Reading Plan + Matthew 27

15 Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the
crowd any one prisoner whom they wanted.

16 And they had then a notorious prisoner called Barabbas.

17 So when they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do
you want me to release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called
Christ?”

18 For he knew that it was out of envy that they had delivered him
up.

19 Besides, while he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent
word to him, “Have nothing to do with that righteous man, for I
have suffered much because of him today in a dream.”

20 Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask
for Barabbas and destroy Jesus.

21The governor again said to them, “Which of the two do you want
me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.”

22 Pilate said to them, “Then what shall I do with Jesus who is
called Christ?”They all said, “Let him be crucified!”

23 And he said, “Why, what evil has he done?”” But they shouted all
the more, “Let him be crucified!”

24 So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a
riot was beginning, he took water and washed his hands before the
crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood;see to it your-
selves.”

25 And all the people answered, “His blood be on us and on our
children!”

26 Then he released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus,
delivered him to be crucified.

27 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s
headquarters, and they gathered the whole battalion before him.

28 And they stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him,

29 and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on his head
and put a reed in his right hand. And kneeling before him, they
mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!”

30 And they spit on him and took the reed and struck him on the
head.

31 And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the robe
and put his own clothes on him and led him away to crucify him.

A A
DPE __.|_9§

=

AEEL 2oty GjHE 22
ZESLIQ? (29F)

What names did the crowd call

Jesus as they ridiculed Him?
(v. 29)

T AR AIZ2 TR | URP
£ XA =RASLCE 129 0H30]
oK SNQ? 32X)

Simon of Cyrene suddenly had
to carry Jesus’ cross. What do
you think he was feeling as he
carried the cross? (v. 32)
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The crowd shouted to crucify Jesus instead of the notorious Bar—
rabas (v. 22). This is a shocking scene. People are fickle but this is
an embarrassing scene witnessing how human beings can change
in a moment.

Still there are some people who hesitated, struggled, and grieved
at the suffering and death of Jesus. The wife of Pilate and Simon of
Cyrene might be one of them. We who live in the 21st century are
not different. We are like the disciples of Jesus Christ, who
watched Jesus' ministry of miracles and power closely and who
listened to his sermons more than anyone else, but disappeared at
crucial moments. How can we witness the promise of God’s faith—
fulness?

Today's text drags us into the story. We know people who looked
unimpressive and did not have any leadership position in church,
but faithfully held the responsibility of prayer warriors. There are
people who put their priorities into worshiping God on each Sunday.
Even though they did not tell us what they were doing, their
prayerful and patient attitude of long hours of prayers offer us the
lessons on how important it is to come before the cross and keep
the space of prayer when we have a hard time staying in one place.
There is nothing more. This is a great picture of sincere people of
faith who keep their promises with God. May we recover the faith—
fulness of seasoned obedience over the long term.
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Reading Insight

The message of the empty grave is “Fear not! | am alive again.”
Jesus commanded His disciples to go back to Galilee where
they began their ministry with Jesus. They were invited to wor-
ship the risen Christ and live out the resurrection.

3 Hymn267 Tis the Promise of God

Reading Plan- MAtt hew 28

10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my
brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see me.”

11 While they were going, behold, some of the guard went
into the city and told the chief priests all that had taken place.

12 And when they had assembled with the elders and taken
counsel, they gave a sufficient sum of money to the soldiers

13 and said, “Tell people, ‘His disciples came by night and
stole him away while we were asleep.’

14 And if this comes to the governor’s ears, we will satisfy
him and keep you out of trouble.”

15 So they took the money and did as they were directed.
And this story has been spread among the Jews to this day.

16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain
to which Jesus had directed them.

17 And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some
doubted.

18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven
and on earth has been given to me.

19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Ho-
ly Spirit,

20 teaching them to observe all that [ have commanded you.
And behold, [ am with you always, to the end of the age.”

=] 2
=

ol
Jp

o=

L2 712t 5 0] R= 2
a2 (7,10%)

Why did Jesus command the
disciples to return to Galilee?
(wv. 7,10)

OIEH=SS AIZH0 QE0HAH| 41 oF
£0i| 2ot 0| Ot =23 Ot
XA St QRS0 ME (O]
QUBLICEL 1 A£9| L2 A
21717 (20%)

At the beginning of the book of
Matthew, God’s promise to
Joseph (Jesus’ father) is men-
tioned. This promise is kept at
the end of the book of Mat-
thew. What are the details of
the promise? (v. 20)
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Rev. Huikwon Kim wrote this in “Young Man Sermon” which invites
us to reflect on Christian history. “What is the critical element of the
Koinonia Christian community which was powerful enough to demol-
ish the Roman Empire and kept their strength for the first 300 years?”
The early Christian community did not have the conditions or require—
ments to be successful as a world religion which needs to have an
organized network. However, Christians forced two Roman co—em-—
perors, Constantine and Licinius, to acknowledge their faith in AD
313.

The historians explained that “The people were exploited by Bar-
barians, forced to leave their home country, and came to big cities.
During wars, farmers had to leave their land and come to a big city.
There were retired soldiers without family or friends who served a
couple of decades and returned to a big city but did not receive any
benefits. The church embraced these people when they were at their
lowest moment. When Roman soldiers were at war for 10 or 20
years, there were widows, orphans, and old single mothers. Who
took care of these desolate people? The church took care of them.”

The church sustained every member of society under her wings.
Let us look forward to seeing miracles of faith in the New Year. Let us
live today differently than yesterday. May your New Year be filled with
the same faithfulness of God and your faithful response. Amen.
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The First Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Matthew 3:1-12

Voice of the Wilderness

)

A Wonderful Savior Is Jesus My Lord
Have Thine Own Way, Lord
Passing Through the Wilderness

Do you sometimes feel that your family and friends don’t hear your voice (the
honesty in your heart)?

Matthew begins the story to be fulfilled in Jesus. The cry to repent that John
the Baptist's “Kingdom of Heaven is near” may sound obvious. Of course,
many who came to the place of baptism repented of their sins and were
baptized. But we hear at the same time the voice of sober judgment who
called them the children of vipers when the Pharisees and Sadducees ar-
rived. What voice did you hear on the first day of December? Are we who
have been baptized and are children of God living in a very different way
from those who are called children of vipers? Sometimes it’s easy to be pre—
sumptuous as we make our way out of the wilderness. We should not focus
on just making our way out, but living according to Jesus, who is already the
Way. Because walking with Jesus, the Way and the Truth, is essential in a
wilderness-like life that seems to have lost its path. So, we must listen to the
voices shouting in the wilderness.

Listen! Israell God, who has spoken endlessly to the Israelites, has now sent
Jesus and told us, who have not listened, to follow him. May this Advent,
which awaits Jesus who came to this earth, be a time to thoroughly prepare
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to follow Jesus once again! May it begin with hearing the voice of the Lord,
even in your wilderness—like reality.

m Into the Word

1. What did John the Baptist preach in the wilderness of Judea? (v. 2)

2.What fruit did John the Baptist tell the Pharisees, the Sadducees who
came to be baptized, to bear? (v. 8)

m Into our life

1. Whose voice have you heard the most recently? How has it affected your life?

2.When have you ever felt like you were standing in the wilderness of your life?

m Memory Verse Matthew 3:3

He said unto him that he had spoken through the prophet Isaiah, and there was a
voice of him crying out in the wilderness, saying, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, and
straighten the way in which he will come.

m Sharing with your children

Ask your kids if they've ever been sad that their stories were not heard at
school, at church, or at home. Let them know that, as a family, you should all
take the time to listen to each other’s voices.
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The Second Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Matthew 9:1-8

Cooperative Faith in Action

)

Simply Trusting Every Day
Encamped Along the Hills of Light
| Will Stand by Faith

Have you received help from friends or offered help to friends? Share those

stories with the group.

When Jesus saw the faith of the paralytic’s friends, he healed the man. This was
possible because the paralytic’s friends helped him to be seen by Jesus. The friends
had faith in Jesus but at the same time they had deep love for their friend who was
helpless. Without faith, it is impossible to care for those who are ill since we are con-
stantly bombarded with life’s trials and challenges.

Faithful friends hope for healing and look forward to seeing the healing of their loved
ones. When they believed that Jesus could heal, the friends of the paralytic took him
to Jesus Christ.

The paralytic’s friends had faith in action. Their love, hope, and faith were carried out
in action which led them to approach Jesus. They didn’t want to be the audience just
witnessing the healing of others. Nothing could stop the friends of the paralytic, not
even the dense group of people surrounding Jesus. Their faith produced wisdom and
they found a creative way to open the ceiling of a house and let him down to Jesus.
Lastly, his friends cooperatively worked in faith. Perhaps this cooperative action of
faith is most needed during these times. \When we come together with faith in Je-
sus, our Lord who healed paralysis will heal any problems as he sees the faith in us. |
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Small Group Discussion Guides for January

pray that you will work together in faith in your family and your church.

\What made Jesus heal the paralytic and forgive his sin?

What action of faith can you provide to your family or friends to accomplish
the work of God?

And behold, some people brought to him a paralytic, lying on a bed. And when Jesus
saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Take heart, my son; your sins are forgiven.”

Was there an activity or game that was more fun experiencing with friends
instead of by yourself?
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The Third Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Matthew 18:21-35

Bridge to Forgiveness

)

From the Depths, O Lord
Just as | Am, Without One Plea
Lord, Give Me Your Heart.

Share a story of forgiveness you received after your wrongdoing.

“He who cannot forgive others, breaks the bridge over which he himself
must cross.” (George Herbert) Forgiving a person is not easy. Forgiveness is
notan easy task. Some of you may still feel upset even hearing the word “forgive.”
It may trigger hurt from the past and make a person make a renewed vow, ‘|
can forgive all people but never will forgive that jerk.”

As George Herbert put it, if you think that forgiveness is a bridge you have
to cross, it's not something you can ignore. If you don’t forgive your brother,
it doesn’t stop there. The mind is a mysterious thing, and it will start to get
crowded with anger and hatred.

It does not forget either. After all, the one who built the bridge is none other
than our Lord Jesus. Jesus forgave us first. He forgave my mistakes, unin—
tentional harm I've inflicted on others, and even my deadly sins. We, who
have been forgiven on that bridge of forgiveness, have no reason not to for-
give others.

“Be kind to one another, compassionate, forgiving one another, as God in
Christ forgave you.” (Eph 4:32)
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m Into the Word

1. How did Jesus answer when Peter asked, “How many times should | for—
give someone who sins against me?” (v. 22)

2.Does Jesus mean to forgive seven times seventy which is four hundred
ninety times? What did he actually mean? (v. 35)

m Into our life

What makes it hard to forgive someone?

[ MemoryVerse Matthew18:35

So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your
brother from your heart.”

m Sharing with your children

Please share a time when you've forgiven a friend. If it is too hard to share,
journal it.
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The Fourth Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Matthew 20:1-16

Heart of mercy

)

| Know Not Why God’s Wondrous Grace
God Whose Grace Overflows
What an Amazing Grace

Do you think the world we live inis a just society? If not, share your reasons.

If you go to Flushing, NY where many immigrants reside, there is a waiting area for
daily laborers. Employers bring their cars and pick the people they need. Sometimes
the people passed over leave for the day but some wait for an opportunity to be
picked up by another employer.

In the book, “Jesus through Middle Eastern Eyes®, the author, Kenneth Bailey, said
today’s scripture is “the parable of a merciful employer.” Today's story shows the
extreme and surprising mercy and grace of the employer rather than the side of
employees. This perspective is similar to the concept of “prodigal father” instead of
“‘prodigal son.” The owner of a vineyard felt sorry for the people who were not able
to find work for the entire day. The employer himself worked hard to go back to the
market to hire more employees several times while offering work and shade for rest-
ing for his employees.

The employer did not lie. He just gave the same wage for each employee including
those who were hired later, so all of them could take care of their family. The em-
ployer had more compassion for the people who were not picked up right away but
waited at the market all day for another chance than for those whom he picked up in
the morning. The employer sympathized with the ones who waited in the market,
because they were probably burdened thinking of not being able to provide for their
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own family. We might still wrestle with the concept “what is justice?” in this story.
The response of the owner would be “I went back and forth to the market all day to
show mercy to the workers who needed to work but could not find work for the day.
For those who expressed that getting the same wage as the late comers, the own-
er of the vineyard said that ‘I gave you the amount of wages | promised before the
work. | showed my mercy to the other workers who came later. Why do you behave
greedily over my money? This parable makes me think that justice includes mercy.

m Into the Word

1. Why did those workers who started work early complain after receiving
theirwages? (v. 12)

2.Why did the employer (the owner of the vineyard) say that he had done
nothing unfair or wrong? (vv. 13-15)

Into our life

1.Have you been treated unfairly in your work? How did you respond to it?

2.If you are the employer (the owner of the vineyard) of today’s parable, how
would you pay all the daily workers?

m Memory Verse Matthew 20:14

Take what belongs to you and go. | choose to give to this last worker as | give to you.

m Sharing with your children

Share how you feel when you see the homeless on the street. How can we
help people who want to work hard and get better lives but do not have op—
portunities or have a tendency to give up easily?
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|
MISSIONARY

OF THE MONTH

Advance : #13076Z
Country : South Korea

Home Country: South Korea, Asia and Pacific

Kim, Hong-Duf

The Rev. Hong-Duk Kim is a missionary with the General Board of
Global Ministries of The United Methodist Church assigned to manage
the United Methodist World Mission Office in Seoul, Korea.

The World Mission Office in Seoul builds bridges with the Korean
Methodist Church, the world's second-largest Methodist denomina-
tion, and oversees the use of United Methodist facilities and resources

that are legacies of a rich mission history.

Rev. Kim was born in Korea and attended high school and under-
graduate school there, graduating from Yonsei University with a
bachelor’s degree in theology in 1986. He then enrolled in the Vander-
bilt University Divinity School, Nashville, Tennessee, graduating in
1991. He is affiliated with the Tennessee Annual Conference, and for

five years served as a chaplain at World Vision Korea in Seoul. He was

Serving At: United Methodist World Mission Office in Seoul, Korea



ordained an elder in 1994. From 1996 to 1998 he was director of the
Seoul Consulting Office of the General Board of Higher Education and
Ministry. Kim became a commissioned missionary in 1999 and was
assigned to work with mission finances and links with the Korean
church. The World Mission Office was set up in 2010 to continue his-

toric commitments to mission in the region.

Rev. Kim has a strong sense of calling to build positive, productive
mission relations between the Korean Methodist Church and The
United Methodist Church. Methodism came to Korea in the 1880s with
American missionaries. The Korean Church, now confined to South
Korea, became fully autonomous in 1930, although it retained strong
mission ties with groups that would eventually come together in The
United Methodist Church. Kim is “waiting and preparing for the time
when God opens the door and allows us (Methodists) to proclaim Good

News to the people in North Korea.”
Rev. Kim is married to Hea Yoon Kim. They have one son, In Kyu.

Contactinfo : hdkim@umcmission.org
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Day Bible Chapter Day Bible Chapter Day Bible Chapter
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02 = 02 28 02 Ash Wed. 3
03 2 03 29 03 4
04 3 04 30 04 5
05 4 05 31 05 6
06 5 06 = 06 =
07 6 07 32 07 7-8
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10 8 10 85) 10 13
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21 18 21 44 21 26
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02 2-3 02 1-2 02 2
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14 105 14 = 14 12
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